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Renaissance Humanism
Renaissance marks an era in Italy that developed after the middle ages. The period was dominated by an extraordinary intellectual and cultural movement that flourished in the city-states of Italy hence redefining the concept of humanism (Monfasani 350). Humanism was equated to the general humankind's experience and intellectual potential. During this period, the use of arts and letters based on classical models was much valued. New ideas and forces in social, economic, and political arenas emerged. The new forces gradually eroded the attachments to the communal and spiritual values that took center stage during the middle ages. Artists and intellectuals valued the achievements made by pagan philosophers of Rome and Greece compared to the achievements made by medieval Christian theologians. People disregarded traditional beliefs and religion. Instead, the Era valued humans as the most critical aspect. The personal belief resulted in people thinking that they were more important than others. "People developed a powerful conviction that man was the measure of all things." (Monfasani 351)To spark fame and unearth greatness in their cities, many individuals embraced the use of architecture and art.
Renaissance Humanism led to the emergence of a new educational curriculum where various instructions were imparted in learners. They include grammar, philosophy, and rhetoric. People of that time were eager to learn new things to enable them to be enlightened and also to succeed in life. An excellent example is the recasting of grammar schools to suit humanist principles. John Colet (an English humanist) recast St.Paul's Cathedral to suit such a theme (Monfasani 353). The study of Latin was much emphasized purposely for training sons from Nobel families to write and speak fluently. Humanists also valued religious principles and the use of vernacular languages, which led to many translations during the 15th century. Some of them include Odyssey (George Chapman) and Iliad (Homer). The notable works were also translated into English (Monfasani 354).
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Sonnet 18
In sonnet 18, Shakespeare starts the poem posing a rhetoric question, Shall I compare thee to a summer's day? (Shakespeare 59)  The main theme of the poem is the undying love and the elegant beauty of the poet's lover. The poet uses symbolism by comparing summer to his lover. Ideally, summer times are always perceived to be bright and sunny. Even though summer fades away to usher in another season, the poet holds that his lover's beauty will stand the test of time. The poet makes a comparison of his lover's love for the weather conditions of the summer season.
The poet also uses personification. In the line, And often is his gold complexion dimmed; The word 'his' is used to imply the sun. Again, to reveal how hot summer can be, the poet uses metaphor by referring to the sun as 'the eye of heaven.' (Shakespeare 59) The poet is referring to the radiance of the sun, which sometimes gets dim as opposed to the elegance of his lover, which never fades away. Shakespeare uses imagery at the end of the poem. The line says the youth will live as long as these verses live. The line means that his life will undergo renewal and make him everlasting.
Sonnet 130
The poem is about women's beauty. The poem strives to underline the stereotypes that men have over the way a woman ought to look like. Despite the undesired appearance of his lover, the poet makes it clear that he loves her because of her priceless love. The says, 'And yet by heaven, I think my love as rare.' (Shakespeare) In the first line, the poet makes it known that his lover falls short of the desired physical attributes of a woman. The line reads, "My mistress eyes are nothing like the sun" (Shakespeare). The line sarcastically implies that her eyes do not shine. This is a revelation that love is more than just looks. Physical flaws can't hinder someone from loving the other because beauty can be defined by other elements and not necessarily the physical attributes. That is what true love entails. The poet cleverly criticizes men for harshly judging women based on unrealistic attributes.
The poet uses several stylistic devices. One of them is the use of imagery to showcase contrast. The poet says, "coral is far more red” comparing the dull appearance to the color of the coral. On the same, he employs the use of opposites in his literal work to give negative praise to her lover. For instance, the line, "My mistress's eyes are nothing like the sun," shows that her lover's eyes are not that bright as compared to the brightness of the sun. He also uses imagery in the comparison of the color of her lover's lips with that of coral. He says. 'Coral is far more  red than her lips.' The statement means that her lips are darker and dull  (Shakespeare).
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