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1. What binds these stories together? How significant is the plot in their creation? Characterization? Authorial commentary? Repetition of similar situations and incidents?

The three stories have one major thing that binds them together. The main characters in the stories have some broken dreams. In some way, there have become failures in life as much as they are concerned. The story of “Hands” tells on a man in his forties and started a career in teaching and was chased away from Pennsylvania to Winesburg where he has worked as a farm laborer for twenty years now. The mother of the boy in the story of “mother” has a failed hotel that is struggling and does not seem to make profits. Lastly, Alice is now twenty-seven and his lover went to Chicago and she struggles to understand why he has never come back for her (Anderson 1999).
2. "Hands"--What seems the narrator's relationship to the figure of Wing Biddlebaum? Does he arrange the story to increase our sympathy for him?

The narrator’s relationship to the figure of Wing Biddlebaum is that the narrator portrays the hands of Wing as restless and describes them in details as if to pass a point to the reader. Although the narrator is not clear, the description of Biddlebaum’s hands and how they are restless and his loneliness creates a mood to pity him. The narrator wants the reader to have pity on Biddlebaum because of his circumstances and misfortune. He describes him as an unlucky man who is sent away by the parent of boys that he taught. Through showing the innocence of Biddlebaum, the narrator also is sympathetic to Biddlebaum (Anderson 1999).
3. What symbolic importance is seen in Biddlebaum's hands? Under what circumstances are they at peace?
The narrator chose the hands of Biddlebaum to constitute the name of the story. This story revolves about the hands of Biddlebaum as well. They are the couse of his misfortune in the community that he first lived in as a teacher. Also, the hands of Biddlebaum are the talk of the town of Winesburh, Ohio (Anderson 1999).
4. “Mother” - Explain the meaning of Elizabeth Willard’s prayer for her son, “And do not let him become smart and successful either.”

To Elizabeth Willard in the society that she lived in, young people who were smart and successful in the eyes of the society led a life full of misfortunes.  For her, the word smart and successful meant being like her husband who was always portraying himself as a leader and successful politician, yet he hardly provided for his family. In the presence of his Elizabeth Willard, the husband was a failure yet people thought of him as a successful man. This type of person was Elizabeth Willard referred to as smart and successful (Anderson 1999). 

5. Explain the meaning of the following quotation: “Within [George] there is a secret something that is striving to grow. It is the thing I let be killed in myself.”

These are the words of the mother of George thinking about her son George. She believes that her son is growing up and that something good is developing in his character and he is growing up to become a man. She is too concerned about the future of her son that she is depressed about the subject. She believes that George will somehow become a successful person in the future. 

6. Why is Elizabeth described as a tigress?

Elizabeth was described as a tigress because she was a woman who was tough in her decisions and actions. Her son and husband feared for her toughness. She was a firm woman who wanted her some to be successful. As the mother of George and a wife to a self-proclaimed politician, she was the only woman in the family. 

7.  “Adventure” - What is the fate of Alice Hindman? Why did Jessie Currie desert her, and why couldn't she also leave town?

Alice Hindman had a lover whom they had some dreams of getting married in the future. He had decided to go to look for a better job in a different town. Leaving Alice behind and promised that after getting a decent job he would come back for her. Currie deserted her because he believed that it would be difficult to survive together in a new town without any source of income. Thus for him, it was better to leave her at her home until he was stable financially. 

8. What effect does loneliness have on her, and how does she seek to overcome it?

Loneliness is causing Alice to withdrawn from the society in general. She is quiet and keeps to herself and shares little with others. She does not seem to have a friend and a person to spend her spare time with. She seeks to overcome her loneliness by seeing a drug clerk who she does not want to become close but to spend some time with. 

9. What impulse overcomes her in the story's final scenes? How does her "adventure" turn out? What conclusion does she draw from this episode?

After coming from her place of work and fined the house deserted, she decided to go out in the rain after undressing. She sees someone walking in the dark and runs towards her although she does not recognize him. Noticing that he is an old man, she collapses to the ground and she is very ashamed of herself. She concludes that unless she changes her behavior, she might do something terrible one day. 
10. Several characters in the book either seek adventure or find it incidentally. What does the word “adventure” symbolize in this book? Consider the following:

· Who seeks adventure?

· Who stumbles upon adventure?

· What is the outcome of most of the adventures?

· What do various characters learn from their adventures?

Some of the characters who seek adventure include Wing Biddlebaum when he walks aimlessly with the young boy in the fields. Currie also leaves her lover Alice to go into a new city to look for a new job. Alice walks out in the rain and into the darkness as a way to seek adventure. Currie stumbles on an adventure in Chicago where he gets a job. For Currie, the outcome of the adventure is that he starts to enjoy his youth in the city and with time forgets his lover Alice. He learns that in the city of Chicago there are new ways to enjoy himself and also finds new friends. Alice also stumbles on an old man in the darkness the outcome it that she is very ashamed of her-self and notices that something might go wrong if she continues such behavior. She learns that loneliness cannot be solved by doing outrageous acts that might risk her life (Anderson 1999).
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