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Sigurd the Volsung
Sigurd the Volsung is a beautiful poem of more than 10,000 lines, written by William Morris (1876) that communicates information on a tale that hails from the Volsunga Saga. Volsung was the great-grandson of a man by the name Odin, and he was also the king of Hunland. Sigurd was the great-grandson of Volsung, who became the dragon slayer when he killed Fanfir, the dragon, and took his gold, becoming very wealthy and also brave. This poem talks about Sigurd, the great and ferocious warrior of Hunland.
 	Sigurd is a hero and also a great and ferocious warrior who will do anything to get whatever he wants. Having been raised by a cunning old foster parent by the name Regin, who wants to use him to gain access to the hoard of gold, which is guarded by a dragon, Fanfir, he gets the gold for himself. Sigurd is a man who also does not concede defeat. He fights for what he wants or instead takes what he wants forcefully (Morris, 1911).
 	Sigurd faces the test of killing Fanfir, his tutor's brother. Regin deceived Sigurd to kill Fanfir so that Regin would get to eat the heart of Fanfir that would make him wiser than all men (Morris, 1994). He passes this test when he learns of Regin's betrayal while he is roasting the heart of Fanfir, and so he decides to eat the heart himself, and the blood from Fanfir's heart gives him the power to hear and perceive what birds can say.
The next test he faces is when Sigurd rides to Hindfell and saves Brynhild, a handmaiden who had been left in the ring fire as punishment for being disobedient to Odin. Sigurd would ride past the fire and gather the bravery that Brynhild would want. Sigurd desired Brynhild to become his bride, and he would give Brynhild a ring that he had taken from Fanfir (Tucker, 1996).
Sigurd faced the temptation to steal Fanfir's ring, and he did not resist. A dwarf damned the ring by the name Andvari. He steals it anyway because he does not think fate can be avoided. He also stole all Fanfir's treasures from his den. Sigurd is also unable to resist the temptation of marrying Princess Gudrun after being drugged by Queen Grimhild. This is because he could not refuse to acknowledge the present offered to him by the king (Morris, 1911).
Sigurd uses magic when Gunnar teaches him how to remodel and look like him. Gunnar did not have the audacity to go through the fire, and thus Sigurd went in on his behalf in his physical form. Therefore Brynhild was deceived that Gunnar was the one who had saved her from the ring of fire. By the use of magic, Sigurd lies and deceives Brynhild by pretending to be a different person, Gunnar, and marries her (Morris, 1994). 
Sigurd's behavior affects his heroic image because he chooses to deceive Brynhill by remodeling to look like Gunnar in order to save her. This is a cowardly move as he does not tell Brynhill about all this, but then she learns of this later on from the wife to Sigurd, Gudrun. This the only time he shows his heroism but in the wrong way. But also displays cowardice by not revealing himself to Brynhill (Tucker, 1996). Also, Sigurd was heart by the story he had when he was growing up, especially how Regin was annoyed by his brothers, and he declared to take an act of revenge over it.  By this point, Fafnir, who was Regin's brother, turned and looked like a dragon by the cursed wealth he reserves, and Sigurd had to forge his true father's sword again by overthrowing the dragon. But eventually, he killed the dragon and gained the treasure it possessed as well as some of its magic powers.
Sigurd's behavior and experiences connect to modern-day society in a way that, in life, not everyone will be genuine. Just like the way Regin was deceiving Sigurd, people will use you and what you have to get what they want and then forget you (Morris, 1911). But just like the way he stood up for himself and killed both Regin and Fanfir, people should learn to stand up for themselves and get rid of the negative energy around them. 
Sigurd behaved like a hero, and there is no one in the modern-day society who does not want to be a hero to others. Sigurd also was a deceiver at some point, and this connects to the modern-day society as people deceive others as they are also helping those who cannot do it by themselves. Assisting others to get what they want through any means possible even if it means breaking relationships or friendships—people who like helping others (Morris, 1994).
Sigurd is a hero who gets what he wants and also a person who likes to make other people happy. He goes through numerous tests in his life and faces temptations that he finds some of them difficult to resist. But through it all, he does his life just fine and gets two children with his wife, but ends up being murdered by Guttorm. Sigurd had great height, and he had a sword that he named Gram, which was seven spans long, and when he walked through the field, its tip slashed the growing grains. However, he shined in expressiveness and gentility. He understood well the language of the birds. Also, I noted that Sigurd was a master of technical skills and techniques such as swordsmanship, spear thrower, archery, as well as horsemanship.  
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