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[bookmark: _GoBack]Raising a child born with a disability can be a daunting task, especially for first-time parents. Parents expecting children are always optimistic that they will get healthy, bouncy babies; however, not all do. Parents who get children with disabilities can end up depressed, regretting, questioning themselves, and generally confused. Getting equipped with the right knowledge can help parents of children with a disability cope better and know how to raise their children into productive society members. The internet contains much information about raising children with disabilities. The website www.parentcompanion.org offers insightful, practical, and well-cataloged information that parents with incapacitated children might find quite resourceful. For this paper, I will analyze the website, take note of the information contained therein, the organization of this information, and examine how accessible the data is.
The homepage of the website is quite eye-catching and user-centered. There is a large picture of a toddler, which indicates right away that it is tailored for children. The website was created focusing on Texan parents and specifically those with children born with a disability, aged five or below. The site is entirely interactive and offers multiple choices to the user. These choices on the homepage are designed to ensure that the website's users are provided with the most relevant information.     
For me, one of the things that stood out is the option "guide me" provided on the website for parents who do not know what category their child lies in. Clicking the "guide me" option takes a user to a different page with an array of choices to help the parent customize the information on the website to best suit their children. On this new page, the user is presented with the option of their child's age, the agency they prefer to help their child, the child's diagnosis, among other choices. The page informs the user that they can use the options they have chosen to customize the homepage to offer their child-specific information. On the homepage, a button takes the user to another page with some helpful articles. The help section addresses some everyday worries that get parents of disabled children. On the website, there are articles dealing with coping with a child's disability, a comprehensive list of internet sites that can help a parent understand their child's disability, information on tools used to keep track of a child's development, among others.                        
The developers of the parent companion have made use of a diverse pool of writers. There is a rich collection of articles on the site covering virtually all aspects of raising a disabled child. There are articles about understanding disability, types of disabilities, treatment, and management of disability. One thing that did amaze me about the site is how much work has been put into categorizing the information into different segments. Data is grouped into different categories, including identifying the disability, getting the doctors involved, and various treatment plans.
While the website contains medical and technical language, care has been taken to ensure that anyone can understand the information. The writers of the articles have used simple, straightforward, and relatable language to write. From the section containing information about the website and its contributors, I learned that parents and people who have had experience with disability either directly or indirectly designed the site. The site offers two language options; Española and English. Users' choice to choose their preferred language is one of the things that stood out for me.
While the site has done an excellent job of making the information contained therein accessible, I think there is room for improvement. Accessibility of "parent companion" can be improved by putting all the article categories on the homepage instead of having them scattered all over. 
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