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ciln show'.rclvertisinq firt chilLlren-sol11 to sl)ousors'rt prernirrnr rrrtcs. \\rhittlc. thc nrerqcr"s rrnrl
;rcr|.risitions rnoq-r-rl of etlucatiolr, is tryinq to get rich off the lloverry of p,:hJic scirools ancl thc icrirs
of p:rrents. Carr he reallyhelieve aclr,ertisingin the schools enhances ecir-rc.rtior-r: Or rs he l-relprnq
to corn-tpt public schools in lvavs that w-ill truke parents even nlore Jruious r(, rlsc louchers tiir
priv:rtc schools-rt,hich nright one da\,be mn lrr'\\'}imlels iatest entrcpreneui'irl r-cnture. tirc
Ecliscin Pr:oject.

According to Lifetirne l,c'lrn ing Svstern s, lrr e rlucltirxtll-softr.r'lre cojni).Jltv, " kiri: :Pcrr r l 1t ) 1-..,'..,,,
of cach tllty. . . uhet'c il'aclitirln.rl rtlvertisingclrn't rcirch thenr." Not to \\'()rr\/, s':rr.s l-itctinrc l-cruning
itr atr Ailvet'tising'Ae'e llrotno: "Nr.)u, \'()Lr can enter thc cllssroonr throuql-r crlst()ln-nrirrle rrlnri:r,t
rnateriais created ri'itir \rortr specific tttarl<eting objectives in rnir-ril. (l-,rnrnuniclte n'ith \'oL1ng'spelrrlci'.
directiv ancl, thror-rph tJrem, their teacl'rers ancl f:rrnilies as well." If vi.e reclefine \-ollrq- iearner, ,rs

"young spenders," are the young reallv to bc bi:rrnetl liir eeting like nrinrl]crr.,,rrr,.,rrr.ils? Car-L tl-r.t
beconre young spenders anrl still Llecorne vonnq'critical drinkers, let alr-,r-rc. inlbrnretl citizerrsi Ilri'c
are \r'illinI to gir,c T\r crrto<.lt'rs tire q'ovcmnrent'-s ilrprinrrrtLn':rs "erhicirtional television" (as ue 11j11

'I fer.r've'.rrs r.lgo, r.Intil rhc F(l(l chrrnq'etl its nrinrl), cJlr \\,'e blrrrrrc Licls firr e<lucrrtinq therrrsclves on
te]evisior-r frash?

F-r'er1'onc can aqrce that uc shtir.rlti erlucate our chilclren to be s()nrething rrrorc than y()glrq'
spenders rlolclecl by "lifestyle pllttenrin!l." Br-rt u.hlt shouirl the go.lls of tl-re classr<.ronr bei ln rccent
vears it has been fashionti,'le to cletine rhe eclucational clisis in ternrs oi-gJobal col]rperition and
tninitral competence, as if schools u'ere no rnore than r,ocation';r1 instinrdcxrs. Nthoi,rgh it h:rs talked
sensibiy about echrcation, the (llinton.\clnrinistr'ltion Irlrs lcanet'l tou..ird this apprlrrrch, nncler the
rtrte lagc of Secretirry of Labol l{obert Reich.

'l'he classroolrr, h()\\'cver, shoultl 1r()t l)e rne re lt' ir trlcle school. -lhe hrntlarnentrrl trrsl< of etlucrrti<ln
itt r tlcnrocrrtcv is u'hlt'1irct1uo'ille once callctl thc rrpprcrrticcshill of libe,rt\,: ierr-rrinq to be tl'ee.
I r.i'ontler whether.\nrcric'.u.ts srili believe libertv h,rs to he rearncrl rrnri th.rt its skilis llrc \\'orth learninq.
Or have thev ltcen deir-rtietl bv tu'o centuries of rhetorjc into thinliinq t1-]at lreed<lrir is "r'r'atural"..urrl
can be taken for granrerll

The clairn that ail men are born free, upon r,r'hich.\rrerica rl'as firLrndecl, is at irest:r prrorrisinu
fiction.ltt rerrl 1ile, as cvcrV perent knou,'s, chiitlren are born fi'agile, bom nee111,, lrtirn igrrorant, 1){)ril
uttfirrttted, boru u'eak, botn foolish, born depcntlcnt-b<lrrr in chrtins. \\rc ecrluire our fi'eeclonr o\ cr

tirrre, if rrt all. Errrbedtlecl in frrrrrilies, cl..lns, c()lnlnunities, lrntl nrrtions, \\;e nrust lc'rrn to bc fl'cc. \r,'-
ttt:r1'lre tt'.ttttral coltsultlcrs'.tlrtl ltot'n nlrcissists, irut citizcns have to be ntirtlc. [,ilte rlrl-rrrts erluc,,:
';tctu';iilr' llcans eclucrtiot.r in thc erts ()f li[rertr.; the "servilc 2.lrts" ucre the trutles re.lnrerl lrr' ,-.:-- - -

tnen in the Nliddle Ages, the vocatjonil educ:rtion of their day. Perhaps this is rvhr.'I'h, )nrr\ I - -'-
pleferrerl ro urernorinlize his founding of the Unir.ersi$, of Virginia on his tonrbsronc r-.r: .
his trvo tel'Ins irs president; it is certainly why he vieri'ed his Bill frrr the l,Iore (lenelllDir. 'r
Iinorvledge ir-r \rira-inir rrs a centerpiecc of his c'.rreer (although it fiiled p2rssrtre as leqislr:t:
u'erc lterhaps notso rliflcrcnt).-John Arlarns, too, bo:rsterl rcqtl'.rrlr, lltoutl{irssachusctt( - -
rirtes'.ur(l pnbI i cl v trntl crl etl Lrc..rti on.

.f ef'fet'son ancl,\cllnrs both rurtlerstoocl that the llill of Ilights rif:f'ererl little prrtec:
u ithottt infonncd citizens. Once educate<l, hou'e.,'er, l people rvls sale fl'orn even the sL-' . --
-[efferson'.s denrocratic proclivities rested on his conr-iction thirt eclucrrion coulrl rL]:': -

saf'e refuge-indeecl "the onlvsaf-e deprository" fol the r-rltimate pol\-ers oisociefi'. "C. .
tl-Lespiritofourpeople,"hel.rrotetoEclwardCarringtonin 1787,"ancl keepr,..,-.. --
Do not be severe ul) o1r their crrors, itLrt reclairn thenr bv enlichtening theur. I. ".: : .

itrattetrrirre to ptrblic lflrrirs, voll illr(l I rnrl (longress antl r\ssenrblics, jurlges .rr.. -
becortte u,()l\,t:s."
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