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money can't by itself solve problems, without money few problems can be solved. Money also can't

win wars or put men in ,prl", but it is the crucial facilitator. It is also how America has traditionally

announced, We are serious about this!
If we were serious,

prof.rrlonrlr-lqorrsqgtgql :lalljttg lgy".t g"t Ito=E n't star@&.

i vouchsafing our firrure less significant? And

;TiEou@frn}thatanincreaseingenera1educationaiexpendituresdoesn,t
translaie automarically into b"tter schools, there is also evidence that an increase aimed specifically-

at instructional services does. Can we really take in earnest the chattering devotion to excellence of
a country so wedded in practice to mediocrity, a nation so ready to relegate teachers-conservators

of our common future-to the professional baclovaters?

If we u,ere seri upgrade CA facilities so

stan ards etter sullur fLrtlons od n

at all ta ace in 1eaky, bro -clown habitats of
sr.ttres$il-s:brrrtrrnlrolteV ts llIN IS avage Inequa 1tl eS A Cr1t1crl flrctor

school districts funded at nearly twice the level of our inner-city schools? Being even at the starting

line cannot guarantee that the runners will win or even finish the race, but not being even pretty

much assures failure. We would rectifii the balance not by penaiizing wealthier communities but by

bringing poorer communities up to standard, perhaps by finding other sources of funding for our

schools besicles propcrtv taxes.

If r.l.e were serigus, r,1,e'd exteuc1 the school t,ear br':'t tltolltll or t\\'o so th'.it le'artrinq'c<lultl tlke
place thrrlqgl-rout the velr. We'd rerhicc: class size (rvhich means nrot'e tc'lchers) rllr(l llLtrI-Lll'e lllol'e

cool)er-:rrive-iearlir',g sir that l<icls colrlcl beconre actir,elv'resllonsil'r1e tirr the ir <l'uvn ctlttcrttiott ltrcl thlt
ef tllcir classln.Jtes. Perh.alts rlost intportatrt; u,c'cl r'.rise stlucllrtls '.ttttl ttrll<cr teachers .lllcl sttttlellts

respgtrsihle fbr thent. T'here'.ire t\\:o \\'llys toe ltreet'l success: to lo\\-el'statltlartls stl thrlt e'r'eryll<ltlr

"passes" in rr r.vav that loses all rreaning in the real wor'1cl; auti to rlise stalrtiarcls trtrtl thetr lnect

ah"r',, so that school sr.lccess translates into success bevond the classroom. Frorn Confucian (lhina tc'

lnperial Englancl, qreat nations hlr.e huilt their success in the u'or1ci ttpon an education of excellenc..

T'he challenge in a cienrocrac!,is to firrcl 'J \\'rty to tr'.tintaiu crcellcttce r.t'hile ertet-rding eclnc:rtiorl

()pp()rnrnity [() evervolr e.

Filally, if u'e rilctc scrir.rrrs, pru'clrts, teachers, ,trrtl stucletrts u-ortltl ile tlre t'crrl lllitvcl-s rt :

ar|linistritors, politicilrlrs, linrl expt:rts u'oultl lte sec<tncht-y, at hest rtlvisers vl'htlsc chief sl<i1l ' -

ro 1te l<nou,ing when rtnrl hou, to tlrcilit'rte the r'r'or1' of te'.rcrhcrs ltltl thell get or-lt of the r'r ar .

Democrats can clean up i'ecleraI go\:ernnlent buleaucracy (the Ciore plalr), perhallt \\'t] c.tI'

same f61r ecllcarional brirealcracr,.In Neu'Vrrk up to half of the cin"s teachers occupr- joh. "
the classroeinr. No other enterprise is rr-ln thet u'ar.: llalf the solcliers .lt conlpallY helrdquar:. ':
the co1ls,.rt stritionhouse clesks? H'l1f the working ttrrce ir-r the rtssistrtt-lt tranagerls officc: 

'

terrchers are llack in the cllssroor.r.r, they will treecl to be g'iverr lllore.ltlt()11()lll\', 1ll()re ,' 
'

r.espgnsibilitvfirrthesrrccessorflilureoftheirstur.lents.r'\rttl 1t'.tretttsii'i11 htrie tolle tlrri'''
ltecause thcy h,rve riqhts <tr lteceuse thcV are politicallr'porent lxtt bec,tr"rsc tlle t llrtvc :'r'
antl their children .lic lnlikelv t9 icanr r,vithout plrentll t:ng'Jgettrent. Iloti to tlet--'-.

role in the classroorn *,ouki beconre serinus irrisiness tirr erlucators.

Some Amelicans u.ili say this is unre alistic. Tinres are touqh, 1llo1lc\ 's shorr. ar - -

rup ri ith alntost all of its public instirutic,rt-ts: the schools are iust {rilc 1rr, rrc lrr-l:[t-rl tit'- -

ti'ith all tlre goorlu,ill in thc r,r,orltl, tt is still harci to litrrtu'hrirr -.cll,,,rl. rr:.rr cL11': ' - ' -

fl.tlrttthefailirrerlfstlt-l.tltttytltlrerinstitl'lti()nS.Srt.irlg\1,e\\'il1lt...jlte.l|i,)]]|()CL
it lrirst.
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