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Anrerica, h{rrvever, has historicalll, been able to accomplish r.r.hat it sets its mincl to. \\Ihen we
wish it ancl u,ili it, u.h:rt u'e wish and u-ill has happened. Our successes lre 'r,r.illecl; our failures seern
to happen u.hen u.ill is absent. There are, of course, drose who benefit froln the bankruptcv of public
eclucarion and the failure of democraqi But their biarne is no glreater than our o\ rn: in a u'orld u,here
cloing nothing has such clire consequences,z cornplacencv has beconre a greater sin than maler.olence.

In u,artinre, whenever we have known why we rl,ere fighting zrnd believecl in the cause, we h'.rve

prevailecl.
Ilecause we believe in llrofits, vve rre collslrnrnrate salespersons antl clllcacious entreprelreurs.

Because rve krve sports, ours are the rlreanr teanls. \\'hv can't a Ohicago junior hieh school be as goocl
as the Chicago Bulls? Because u'e cherish individualiw and mobility, rve have createcl a m:rgnificent (if
costlr) car culture and the worlclls lrrgest automotive consuiller market. Even as our lorver schools are
among the worst in the \Vestern u.orld, oul graduate institutions are among the r.erJ'best-because
professional training in meclicine, l'ar,r', ancl technolosy is vitai to our arlbitions and because corporate
Arrrcrica backs up state anr'l f'ederal priorities irr this crucial rlorrain. Look at the things u.e do r,r.ell

'.rtttl obserr,'e how verv well r,ve cio then'r: those are the things thlrt rrs e natiolr we h:rve u,illerl.
Then observe r'r'hat r.r'e do badly irnrl ask yourself, Is it because the cl"rallengc is too sreat? Or is

it becnuse, finally, u'e :rren't reall1, serious? \\,'rlt.lci we will an end to the carna{re ancl ilo u,hatever it
took-more cops, state rnilitias, f'ederal r.narshirls, the }farines?-if the dving chilclren r'vere u,hite
rrnd middle class? Or is it a clisclain for the young-r.r-hite, bror.r,n, and black-that inures us to the
pain? \I'lrv'are $'e so sensitive to the retirees u.hose funrre (hou,,ever foreshortened) ll.e are qr-rick to
gllarantee-clon't s-orr\', ncl recluced cost-of-livingl allou,ances, no tirxes on social securitv except for
the u'ell-of-t-lncl so c;r1lous to the vrlrinq? Have vou noticed how health care is on every politician'.s
itgcnrll lnd cclttcrttion olr no onc'.si

-ltr lre, the c<lrrc]usion is inesc'.rp:rble: we afe not serious. \4/e har,e e'ir.en up on the public schools
because r.r'e hrtve gir-en up on the kids; ar-rd u,e h'lve uir.en up or1 the kicls beciruse u'e htrr-e given up
on the furure-perhaps Lrecmse it looks too rnulticolorecl or too dim or too hard. "Liberty," said

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, "is a food easv to eat but hard to digest."America is sr"rffering from a bad case

of indigestir;n. Finall1',in eivingup on the fi,rrure,r.l.e have given up on der.nocracr,'. Certainlythere
ll.ill be no liberty; r-ro equalitv, no social justice u,ithout clemocracl-, and tllere will be no dernocracv
w,ithor.rt citizens rrrrd the sclrools thrrt firrge civic irlentity:rntl clemocr'rtic responsibiliry If I arn w-ron[J

(I'd like to be), nr\'' error will be easv to cliscern, for befirre the year is out wer r,r,ill put eclucation
tlrst on the nationls rsentla. \\t r.vill pr.rt it aheacl of the rleficit, fbr if the ftinrre is finished befirre it
stArts, the cleflcit cloesn't nlatter. Aheatl of rlef-ense, for n.ithout clernocrtrcl,, what liberties u'ill be lett
to ilef'enil? Ahead of all the otl-rer public issues ancl pubiic goods, for r,r.ithout public eclr-rcation there
can be no public ancl hence no trulv public issues or public goocls to advance. \\hen the polemics are
spent and \\,'e ire through hypen.entilating about the crisis in education, there is onlv one tluestion
\vorth asking: are \\:e serious? If u'c are, \\/e can begin by honoring that okl fblk homilv and put our
rnone\r u,here filr rnuch too long orlr conrnron American nrouth has been. Our kids, frlr once, might
cven be e-rateful.
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