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[bookmark: _GoBack]Fields, Barbara Jeanne (1990) "Slavery, Race, and Ideology in the United States of America," New Left Review181 (May-June): 95-118.

In this book, Fields tries to outline the history of slavery in the United States to prove that race is an ideology that people create every day. She lays out the historical processes that led to the rising of the scientifically based concept of race in the United States. “and holding Afro-Americans as slaves were bound to end by holding race to be a self-evident truth.” (Fields, 101). As she explains the rise of slavery in Virginia, she brings out some facts pointing out that race was not the explanation for African slavery. Fields make it known that Virginia's development was mainly because of the labor provided by the bonded servants, who were always abused by their lords. With this, it is highly possible that their skin color (servants) may have saved them from the fate that befell the imported Africans who came later.
According to Field, there was no point when the planter- class’s greed came to an end. She supports her point that shows race can hardly be an explanation for one group dominating over the other, by giving an example of the ancient Greek and Roman slavery and other groups. The reason why the white indentured servants avoided to being chattel was that the masters knew this would limit the immigration of poor Britons. 

Lastly, Field claims that slavery and race did not develop simultaneously.  "the incorporation of Africans and their descendants into a polity and society in which they lacked rights that others not only took for granted but claimed as a matter of self-evident natural law" (Field, 106). Meaning the American democracy was more responsible for the creation of race than American slavery.     
