Professor Webber
POS 225: Women and Politics

Small Group Assignment: The Handmaid’s Tale
1. Offred is confused about “freedom” for women on p. 28.  Re-read the section and discuss what kind of freedom is offered to the Handmaid’s in their social context, then compare that to the freedom offered to the tourists in this passage.  Who is free?  What does freedom mean in The Handmaid’s Tale?

2. Aunt Lydia discusses how in the past, “before” there was freedom to and now there is freedom from.  Does Aunt Lydia think this is a good thing? Why? Do you?

3. On page 56, Offred notes that in the past, people lived “by ignoring.” How was this possible for them, according to Offred?  What does in mean to “live in the gaps between stories?”  Further, compare the way that Offred discusses her mother in the past to the way in which she reflects on her present situation.  Does Offred have a future?

4. “A thing is valued, she says, only if it is rare and hard to get.” –Aunt Lydia.  Please reflect on this statement and the passage from which it comes in the book (p. 114).  Recall the way in which we have discussed labor and the value assigned to object and people, even ideas.  What is the message that Aunt Lydia is sending to the handmaid’s?  Do you think this message is sent to women today?

