For each set of focus points (questions) write 300 words/3 substantive paragraphs, and meet the following general requirements: (3000 words)
- Specifically address 2-3 items listed as "focus points".
- Engage key terms, ideas, and arguments from the module's required materials. Characterize the materials' ideas fairly and accurately. Use citations/references, to support your response.
- Evaluate how the assigned materials fit together in way that advances your thinking about the focus points you're addressing. Consider how these texts “speak” to one another, and to you. Synthesize the texts. What is the big picture that your get from considering the texts as a whole entity?
- Use proper spelling, grammar, punctuation!

Make sure you read/watch all materials included in order your well-organized paragraphs. 
Please send email over so I can send you the chapters to read as well. 





Sets 1-10 of focus points:

1. How has our understanding of HIV/AIDS changed over time?
How is HIV/AIDS similar and/or different to other epidemics?
What can sociology offer to the overall understanding of HIV/AIDS?
What can we learn from studying HIV/AIDS that we can apply to other pandemics?
In what ways did the materials in this module advance your own understanding of epidemics in general and HIV/AIDS specifically?
Read: AIDS, Science, and Society: Ch. 1 (Overview) and Ch. 2 (Infectious Disease and
History of Epidemics).
Read: Avert.org Origin of HIV/AIDS
Watch: The Earliest CBS Report on AIDS
Watch: AIDS at 30: The US Epidemic

Read: Current HIV/AIDS Statistics in the US
Read: Intersectionality and the Sociology of HIV/AIDS: Past, Present, and Future Research Directions (This is an academic article and might be a tough read, but it's important. Do the best you can- if you pick one or two sections to focus on and know well, that's okay!)
Check HIV/AIDS rates for your state or county: AIDSvu

2. What is the current state of the HIV/AIDS pandemic?
What do epidemiological studies tell us about HIV/AIDS that might not be revealed in biomedical studies alone?
In what ways does the field of epidemiology begin to shed light on the role social factors play in patterns of illness and disease?
What sociological questions are raised by the materials presented in this week's module?
Read: AIDS, Science, and Society Ch. 6 (Epidemiology and AIDS)
Read: UN AIDS and Avert.org Global Statistics
View: The Beginning of the End? The Global HIV/AIDS Pandemic
Watch: HIV/AIDS in Africa: A 10 Minute Overview https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mogTwwepces&feature=youtu.be


3. Why have HIV/AIDS and people with HIV/AIDS been stigmatized?

How does stigma complicate risk, behavior, outreach, education, and treatment programs related to HIV/AIDS?

What strategies can be taken to reduce stigma associated with HIV/AIDS?
Read: AIDS, Science, and Society: Ch. 7 (Transmission and Risk)
Read: A HIV Strategy Invites Addicts In
Read: Are We Ready for HIV’s Sexual Revolution
Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Xx92whZS0o&feature=youtu.be





4. How do individuals assess risk and make what they feel are appropriate choices?

What factors complicate individual assessment of risk and risk related behaviors?

In what ways do socioeconomic status and access to financial resources impact individual HIV/AIDS risk?
Read: AIDS, Science, and Society: Ch. 8 (Individual Risk Factors)
Read: “Impact of Neighborhood-Level Socioeconomic Status on HIV Disease Progression in a Universal Health Care Setting”
Read: “Unemployment as a risk factor for AIDS and death for HIV-infected patients in the era of highly active antiretroviral therapy





5. How do issues around gender and sexuality shape a persons risk of HIV/AIDS infection?
In what ways do these readings underscore the role of stigma in HIV risk?
What do these readings reveal about the need for culturally competent HIV education and treatment programs?
What strategies would you recommend to improve outreach, education, and/or treatment for the populations featured in your chosen readings?
Read: “Men Who Have Sex With Men and HIV/AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa”
Read: “Research recommends how to tackle spread of HIV/AIDS by African truckers" AND watch this video.

6. What is structural violence and how does it help explain racial disparities in HIV/AIDS and other illnesses?
What examples of structural violence do you recognize in the movie "Endgame"?
Consider the recommendations for research and policy in the reading. Which of these do you think would be most effective? What challenges would you anticipate in their implementation?
Watch: “Endgame: AIDS in Black America” 
Read: “Structural Violence and Racial Disparity in HIV Transmission”
Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YokxFK9J5f8&feature=youtu.be



7. Understand similarities and differences between individual models of health behavior change as well as principles of health behavior change in Chapter 9.
Summarize how these models/principles were applied in outreach programs for young gay/bisexual men and migrant farm workers in Chapter 9.
Which of these models/principles of health behavior do you see applied in the other prevention materials featured in this module?
How can these models/principles be used to by AIDS services organizations to address structural barriers to HIV prevention?
Read: AIDS, Science, and Society: Ch. 9 (Prevention)
Read: “Battling AIDS in America”
Read: “The Global Fund to Fight AIDS” and scroll down to watch video: "To end HIV, Keep Girls in School"
Plus one of the following:
Read: “Structural barriers and facilitators in HIV prevention”
Read: “Be Generous of Spirit”: Organizational Development of an AIDS Service Organization


8. In what ways can social psychological theories help us understand the human dimensions of living with HIV/AIDS?

According to the social construction of illness reading "some illnesses are particularly embedded with cultural meaning... that shapes how society responds to those afflicted and influences the experience of that illness". What are the cultural meanings attached to HIV/AIDS? How do these meanings influence how individuals experience HIV/AIDS?

How do the movies United in Anger and/or How to Survive and Plague demonstrate the social construction of illness?

Read: AIDS, Science, and Society: Ch. 10 (Living with AIDS: Human Dimensions)
Read: The social construction of illness

Read: The Global Reach of ACT-UP
Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sf_RkR3qm1A&feature=youtu.be



9. How does the material in this module illustrate the difference between prejudice and discrimination, and the ways in which these processes interact in ways that complicate efforts to prevent and treat HIV/AIDS?
What examples do you see of the ways in which prejudice and discrimination contribute to inequalities between groups of people impacted by HIV/AIDS in this modules assigned materials?
Building on the material you've interacted with both this week and in previous weeks, what strategies would you recommend to build effective education and prevention programs for the various groups of people featured across this module?
Read: AIDS, Science, and Society: Ch. 11 (Living with AIDS: Societal Dimensions)
Read: “You Thought It Was Tough Being Gay in Uganda. It's Hell in Nigeria."
Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdpOVbQa_Os&feature=youtu.be
And https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGiAkI-pb8M&feature=youtu.be

10. Based on the material in this module- and what you've learned throughout the class- are you optimistic or pessimistic about the future of HIV/AIDS?
What contribution can sociologists make to create a future where HIV/AIDS is diminished, if not fully eradicated?
What do you think should be done to create a future free of HIV/AIDS?
Bonus point to consider: Did you learn anything in this class that might help you make sense of what is happening with the COVID-19 pandemic? How are these illnesses similar and different to each other? How are they similar or different in the ways in which each is socially constructed? How is public reaction to each illness influenced by perceptions about how the disease is transmitted and which groups are disproportionately at risk, and how does this affect efforts at education and prevention? Other thoughts?
Read: AIDS, Science, and Society: Ch. 12 (Future Directions)
Read: “AIDS in America - Forgotten but Not Gone”
Read: “We Can End AIDS Even Without A Cure”
Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IN8IT055wHE&feature=youtu.be







