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gt B TR E LT LR al funding for
-4 O behavioral research onhuman subjects haye aninstitutional reyiey

board (IRB) that Teviews research Proposals. If you do research for aclass assign

ment, you may need to Prepare abrief [RB Proposal, so they can be sure that your
project meets all ethica] standards. IRBs at universities and other agencies apply
ethics standards that are set by federal regulations by can beexpanded or specified
by the IRBiitself (Sieber 1992:5,10). To promote adequate review of ethical issues,
the regulations require that IRBs include members with diverse backgrounds. The
Office for Protection From Research Risksin the N; ational Institutes of Health

monitors IRBs, with the €xception of research involving drugs (which is the respon-
sibility of the federal Food and Drug Administration).

23
The American Sociological Association (ASA), like other prof_cssionelal sqcial sci-
ence organizations, has adopted, for practicing sociologists, ethical guidelines that

are more specific than the federal regulations. Professional organizations may also
review complaints of unethical practices when asked.

The Code of Ethics of the ASA ( 1997) is summarized at the ASA website (www

.asanet.org); the complete text of the code is also available at this site.

Belmanmepan: Report in
- of the National Commission for

the Protection of Human Subjects
of Biomedical and Behavioral
Research stipulating three basic.
ethical principles forthe protection
of human subjects: respect for
persons, beneficence, and justice.

B Ethical Principles
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