COM-105 Outline for Social Issue Study

An analysis of an issue affecting or affected by the mass media
I. Introduction (Sell the topic)  Must include thesis statement.

a. Identify the topic

i. Remember to be specific.  Don’t just say “gender roles” or “violence in the media”

ii. Make the topic both specific enough to be possible to study in this context, but also significant enough to be worth studying.

1. Gender roles and how they affect society would be a very broad topic

2. Gender roles and how they affect how news is perceived in the traditional television media is more reasonable.

3. Gender roles and how they depicted on one particular website may be too narrow to be significant

b. What makes this topic significant?

i. Who is likely to be affected by this issue?

ii. How can this issue affect the lives of the average person?

iii. What general things have been said about this topic recently in the media and by whom?

iv. Have there been any studies on this topic?

c. What is your position?

i. Write a simple one-sentence thesis statement that identifies your position.

1. Violence depicted in video games desensitizes players to violence in real life.

2. Negative stereotypes of minority groups in a media outlet can define the audiences those media appeal to.

3. The new social media outlets are contributing to social ills.

4. The new social media outlets are giving the young generation a new identity.

II. Take your stand

a. Define the problem as clearly as possible

b. What documentable sources support your position?

III. What is the other side’s position on this issue?

a. Whatever your thesis is, state its opposite

i. If violence in video games desensitizes players to violence in real life, then the opposite view would be that it makes no difference, or perhaps that it helps in some way.

b. What arguments are used by your opposition?  What evidence do they use to prove their points?

c. How is your argument better?

IV. What is the solution?

a. Propose a solution to the problem based on what you have learned.

V. Conclusions / wrap-up

a. What have you learned about this topic?
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