FOUNDATIONS IN SOCIOLOGY:  THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF EVERYDAY LIFE
SOCIOLOGY 112.3 (W02)
FINAL EXAMINATION
DR. LESLIE EHRLICH
DUE Friday August 20, 2021
It is comprised of six questions and you are required to answer three of the six questions listed.  Please read each question carefully and answer those three questions you feel most capable of answering.  Your responses should be formulated to demonstrate your understanding and comprehension of sociology, as introduced to you in the content covered in this course.  Ensure that you respond to all components of each of the questions you select to complete.  Each question is worth equal value, 10%.  


Answers should be at least three paragraphs in length.  In this case, a paragraph would be ten to twelve sentences long.  Write your answers in your own words.  Do not copy and paste paragraphs and sentences from the course materials.

You may write your answers on this document.  If you submit your answers on a separate document, clearly indicate which questions you are responding to.  

The following questions were developed by Dr. Susan Robertson, who taught this course previously. 


1. Explain why sociologists agree that the ‘social is real, but not natural’.  In your response: (a) identify the source of the social and describe its evolutionary climate; and (b) comment on what sociologists look for in the individual and collective stories that we tell at different levels of social reality (micro, meso and macro) to further their understanding of the social.

2. Define and discuss the concept of social control.  In your discussion highlight how forms of governance, penal control, discipline and risk management operate as means of social control in contemporary society.  Illustrate with examples.  

3. Describe what a common moral framework of individualism involves and discuss how and why its rise to dominance within modern democratic societies is a contemporary social problem.

4. Elaborate the meaning of ‘social identity’ and explain why the sociological analysis of social identity is characterized by complexity.  

5. Discuss why ‘body matters’ have become an increasingly important issue for the sociological study of society.  What do classical and contemporary sociological perspectives have to offer us in the study of bodies within society?

6. Use the understanding of the sociological perspective that you have developed in this course to comment on the kinds of social changes you anticipate to result from our collective experience of the current pandemic.  (In developing your response to this question, remember that your primary objective is to demonstrate how you can draw on and use your understanding of sociology –not personal opinion or conviction—to advance informed insights about the future potential and challenges for individuals and society).  


THE END
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