ETHICAL ADVOCACY—WHAT’S THE SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM?

This speech is the final major assignment of the semester, and it is worth 200 points. 

What: Speech/Video/Paper – your pick
When: Final to be uploaded to Blackboard by 2.30pm on April 29th.
Length: 6-7 min speech or video; 3-4 page paper (excluding references and title pages)
Sources: 2 new sources; at least 4 prior sources. 

Your assignment is to craft and perform a 6-7 minute speech with your face clearly visible and speaking extemporaneously (i.e. not reading off the screen) OR make a persuasive video in which you advocate for a solution to the problem you argued on in Paper #3. Another alternative is to write a 3-4 page (double-spaced) solution paper (please email me if you would like to do this format). The goal of the assignment is for you to use all of the tools we’ve developed in class, thus far (argument, organization, rhetorical appeals, etc.), to produce a speech that is informative, ethical* and engaging. You want to convince your audience that the problem you are addressing is important and that your solution to the problem is the most ethical remedy.

· Problem: The first component of this speech is that you need to make your audience understand and care about your problem. This part of the speech/video/paper should not exceed 3 minutes OR 2 pages. Use Paper #3 as the foundation for explaining the context and the nature of the problem in your speech and all of the sources you used for this paper. This will be an extremely condensed version of your previous assignment that logically leads into the solution for the problem. Remember: you must identify that your problem is indeed a problem if you are going to provide a solution to it.

· Solution: The second component of your speech is to describe your proposed solution for the problem. This part of the paper should take up at least half of this speech/video/paper – about 4 minutes/2 pages. Make sure to give us a good idea of the specifics: 1) describe what the solution is, 2) how it should be implemented, and 3) state the advantages that you expect. Your solution can be whatever you would like, as long as you support it with evidence that proves it is feasible and reasonable. Remember: an effective claim should be supported by reasons and evidence.

· Organization: In all of the excitement of advocating, don’t forget to present a well-organized speech. Grab our attention in the introduction; give us a roadmap (i.e. preview) of your main points; use signposts when transitioning from point to point; and provide us with a kicker (wrap up/summary with a memorable takeaway) during your closing statements. You may use memory aids such as notecards, if you’re choosing to do a speech, but these should be brief so that you can speak extemporaneously and look directly into the camera as much as possible.

You should research and incorporate at least two new sources (for your solution) for this assignment. 

Speech/Video option:

I had question from students last semester on how to make a video/record a speech. For a speech, the easiest thing would be to record yourself on Zoom and download the video. Upload it to Youtube and then post the link to Blackboard. 

Videos – you may choose to do a very basic screen capture (e.g. screencapture.com or any screencasting app/software) instead of an extemporaneous speech where you have several browser tabs or images/sources open and toggle between them and your face shot to make a running video. I’m not expecting a stellar edited video. 

Paper option:

This would be a paper like all previous assignments. Same rules apply. 1” margins, 12-point font, MLA, APA or Chicago style formatting. References/Works cited or Notes are a must. 

The Workshop rubric follows on the next page so that you can check your draft against it.

	
	















Workshop Rubric:

What’s the speaker’s/video’s/writer’s attention grabber?


How does the speaker/video/writer establish why the topic is important to the audience in the class?


How does the speaker/video/writer establish historical/contemporary context for the speech/paper in the introduction?


What is the speaker’s/video’s/writer’s thesis statement? Is it in the form, I argue the problem is X and the solution is Y?



	Does a preview that introduces the three main points follow the thesis? i.e. in the next few minutes, I will first …, then I will…. Finally, I will….?



	Is there a transition (i.e. an idea that connects the previous point/paragraph to the next main point/paragraph?) before the speaker/writer develops their first main point as mentioned in their preview?


Sources:

	Are their sources credible? 

	
Does the speaker/writer give a fair summary of all sources that they introduce or criticize?

Does the speaker/writer clearly explain why s/he agrees or disagrees with the sources?


	Does the speaker/writer use a peer-reviewed source? Is this used to discuss the problem or solution?

Does the speaker/writer cite at least 6 sources?

Audience appeals:
How does the speaker’s/writer’s argument use rhetorical appeals? Is there a balanced use of logos, pathos, ethos, mythos? 

	
How do they use facts, stories or examples? (logos)

How do they appeal to emotions (pathos)?

How does the speaker/writer cite sources and indicate their sources’ credibility? (ethos)

Conclusion:
Does the conclusion reiterate the thesis?

Does the conclusion summarize the solution and its implementation?

Does the conclusion leave the audience with a memorable ending?

Voice: 
Ensure that the speaker/writer uses I argue NOT I feel, I believe, I think, In my opinion, etc… 

Does the speaker/writer use I too often where it’s not followed by the word argue, agree or disagree?

Evaluation:
Was this speech/paper an example of ethical/responsible advocacy? Why (not)? 

Who was the vulnerable stakeholder group in this issue? Did the speaker/writer stand with them and advocate for them?

Does the speaker/writer spend equal amounts of time on establishing and arguing for the problem as well as the solution?

Does the speaker/writer discuss the solution to the problem from the perspective of the most vulnerable?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Does the speaker/writer discuss how their solution will be implemented?

Does the speaker/writer discuss how their solution to the problem is better than others’?
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