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Speech by Hillary Rodham Clinton: Remarks to the U.N. 4th World Conference on Women Plenary Session
Name
Institution of Affiliation

Hillary Rodham Clinton: Remarks to the U.N. 4th World Conference on Women Plenary Session
The setting: Hillary Clinton delivered her speech on 5 September 1995, Beijing, China. The immediate audience was the United Nations delegates who had attended the conference while the whole world was also listening. The audience comprised mostly of women representatives with the numbers being 17000 representatives from 189 countries belonging to the United Nations group.  Hillary spoke of the contributions that women make in our society and the issue of inequality surrounding them.
The speaker: I had some prior information about the speaker. Hillary Clinton was once the first lady as she was the wife to President Bill Clinton at the time of her speech in Beijing. I also knew her as a strong advocate for gender equality and healthcare reforms in the United States and the world. She was welcomed to deliver her speech by the secretary general of the conference. The speaker qualified to talk about women owing to her past rallying of human rights. I would rate Hillary’s ethos highly; she had the moral authority to talk about women rights and their contribution to society. She not only spoke, but had also acted in the past in going beyond the society’s expectations from her as a woman. She had been the first woman senator-elect, the first women president nominee of a major party and although she lost the election, she gave a good fight and lost narrowly.
Introduction: Hillary’s personality and popularity across the globe allowed her to gain ultimate attention when she began talking at the conference. Her opening line to the speech was complement to the role women have played in the society as mothers, wives, learners, leaders, daughters, sisters, and workers. She thus immediately informs her audience of the topic she was going to speak about, “women”.It was apparent that she was going to talk about women rights,and she introduced her main points in a small paragraph where she spoke of focusing attention to issues that most matters to their lives as women; access to healthcare, education, jobs and credit, and the autonomy to enjoy basic human rights including participation in politics.
Body: the main points of the speech were:
I. When women are healthy and educated, their family will flourish.
She narrates her past encounters and observations as evidence of how educated women can be better mothers and wives. She talks of having met women in Indonesia who meet to discuss family planning, nutrition, and baby care. She attributes this to a good education. She also gives statistical evidence of the higher illiteracy levels of women in the world standing at 70%.
II. Women must be allowed to participate in the social and political lives of their countries if democracy is to thrive.
She uses historical appeal to demonstrate how women can play critical roles in politics. She talks of women in South Africa who helped in the fight against apartheid and are now facilitating the development of a new democracy in the country.
III. When women have a chance to work as equal partners in society, their families will flourish.
In providing evidence about women being allowed to work, she also uses historical appeal by claiming to have met women in Bangladesh and India who take credit to buy milk cows, or thread, or rickshaws to create a livelihood for themselves and their families. She talks of their contribution to being the primary caretakers of families, yet their efforts go unnoticed and unappreciated by everyone in the society.
Conclusion: In her conclusion of the speech, he summaries the main points surrounding women and inequality. She challenges everyone to work towards creating a world in which women are treated with respect and dignity and where every family has the hope of a stable and robust future through equality in all aspects of life. Her closing device creates a rhythm and a lasting impression to everyone who listens to her. The device stresses on the intentions of the speech; change our perception about women.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Delivery: the speaker’s articulation of words was appropriate. She maintained eye contact with her audience making highlighting her confidence while delivering the speech. She raised her voice to stress some parts of the speech, especially the closing part where she wanted the whole world to get that last impression on the importance of the message. Her strongest aspects in the speech delivery were her maintenance of eye contact, her pronunciation of words, and her vocals. Her weakest aspects in the speech delivery were her use of gestures; she rarely used gestures in the speech; she remained in one place, no movement but the message delivery was impressive.
Overall: the speech delivery was highly impressive. When someone watches her talking, they cannot help but identify with the speech; it’s extremely persuasive. Her call for action on equality has borne fruits since the time ofher speech delivery; women education has improved, healthcare is at its best since ancient times and women have more autonomy at workplaces.  I would give the speech an A (5/5).




