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How Woodstock, and Jimi Hendrix’s performance of the “Star Spangled Banner,” represent
the musical counterculture of the 1960.
Introduction
Woodstock was the unforeseen event that historically changed the way the government dictated social-political life. To be more specific Woodstock event happened when American society was disintegrated in both social and political dimensions. To substantiate this background information, it was an era when the United States counter-culture was defined by racial tension, the Vietnam war that the government had invested a lot of money in, and a population of youngsters who were opposing the government. Further, a big population both especially the African-American descents were full of fury after the government's deliberate act of assassinating the black people saviour Martin Luther King. This series of events divided the United States into two parts. The first group was the group that was in support of the government who were against the Woodstock festival and who opposed the nudity and use of drugs by the people who were in the Woodstock event. The other group was the prodrugs, people who felt angered by the war that was being fought in Vietnam. On a lighter note, the Woodstock festival was majorly convened purposely to showcase the call for peace and freedom. Actually, before the Woodstock event, there was a culture that had developed called the “Hippies” (Ehrlich). This culture was characterized by the youngsters adopting the habit of growing long hair and they advocated for nonviolence and love with a certainly adopted mantra called “make love, not war” (Lewis, pg,848-851).
           Alluding to the genesis of the event, the Woodstock festival started with a musical performance by Richie Haven who just like Hendrix captured the spirits and freedom of the big crowd around him. The event was expected to host an average of 50000 people but over 400,000 thousand people attended the event. When Hendrix got to the stage, he performed a psychedelic rendition of the well-known star-spangled Banner (Clague, pg,435-478). In this song, the musical instruments speak out the fears and worries of the American people who were angered by the government involving themselves in a war the people were not interested in. Hendrix features musical sounds of dropping bombs that left the people around the country shocked. The shock demonstrated what the whole nation was experiencing. The version anthem he played captured the anguish in the political spirit of the united states. The idea of losing thousands of soldiers in the war was not adding up to many people; instead, the people wanted peace and this is why the mantra sounds were all felt around “make love, not war”, many people in the event engaged in sexual activities, drugs as a way of showing that it was time for a change for the people of color. Further, Hendrix sounds of the anthem reflected the yearn and ripening of the change for the black people. He challenged the people who were listening to him to also challenge the government to make a change, to stop the war, and address the issues that were disintegrating the American society that is the racial segregation and the conflict between American people. 
           In conclusion, I can say that in absence of social context and history, Woodstock would not have made an impact or it would not have engineered change in America. The rock music and the sense of liberal living did not only come to symbolize the counter culture in the late 1960s but also it marked major historical event which shaped the political and social outcomes proving that the people possess the power to change those who are governing them.
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