Hi class and professor,
	A variety of factors influences poetry just like any other form of art, and for it to be understood, the readers or viewers have to see it in the context of the writer. There are many variables to the context of artistic pieces and most of the time the meanings come from the lives of the artists, the geographical setting, the social context, the cultural practices and the mode of transmission. It is the role of the reader to discern the message and personalize its meaning and not the artist to help the people understand. This is the reason why art is called universal. Gertrude Stein's poem was misunderstood or rather disliked among the poetic profession because its meanings could not be easily dissected, most of the time words were repeated across the poem, and there was no particular arrangement of the events or a defined storyline. Despite critics terming it as a waste of time, it was later discovered that her mode of writing was influenced by psychology; Jamesian psychology. William James was her tutor and his endeavors on psychological questions he asked shaped the writing style of Gertrude stein. I think an artist's piece cannot be admonished just on the face-value and that all works have to be appreciated because they have a unique source, story and they present either inner or outer struggles.
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