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I’d Love You to Want Me
The name of the story I am responding to in the prompt is I'd Love You to Want Me, by Berkeley(BA, 1992, Ph.D., 1997) as the author, a man who is married, a professor of English, virtual literature as well as American and ethnic studies in the University of Southern California.  The character of the story recalls his words before he converted to a refugee. The memories commenced with the boat on which his family within a refugee camp, just like other refugees who had run away from South Vietnam to come to get refuge in Pennsylvania. The thesis statement point on the symbol used by the author in the story is love, which is intensified deeply in the story. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]From the beginning of the story, there is an illustration of several symbols that have been presented in a better way for everyone to understand. For instance, there is the symbol of unity and caring for one another. To elaborate on this, after a spell in the nearby Harrisburg, the family of the author moved to San Jose in the year 1978 in California, whereby the parents of Nguyen started a small grocery store in the region. The reason as to what the store was established was to for the needs of the refugee community, something which was not expected by anyone. As it is said, charity begins at home! This statement turned up to have more power over what was done by Nguyen's parents. It is not a common thing for anyone to encounter expenses or to engage in something that is not profitable or generating income. However, this has been witnessed in our story, whereby there is the establishment of a grocery small grocery store is aimed at meeting the requirements of the refugee community. 
Care is a symbol presented in the story I'd Love You to Want Me, which is presented in connection to the establishment of a small grocery store that caters to the needs of the people in the refugee community. In many situations, refugees suffer from common things such as isolation, inadequate food, and poor methods of feeding, which end up affecting them in terms of health. In connection to this, Nguyen's parents took it as their responsibility as well as initiative to ensure that they establish a small grocery store that will cater to the needs of the people living in the refugee community. As a result of this, a symbol of care to others is intensified and presented to have more power because it is through care that people try to find ways to help others either by ensuring that they meet their requirements or by providing what is needed for their lives to run smoothly. Moreover, intelligence is a type of symbol that is presented by the author in the story. It is through intelligence that Nguyen finds a ‘’refuge in the library’’ scoffing everything from the fiction of science to books on the war of Vietnam, a war which is said to have fed his ‘’fascination with’’ everything that happened to his family, things that they could not talk about. 
The symbols presented in the story I’d Love You to Want Me by Berkeley (BA, 1992, Ph.D., 1997) as the author represent big ideas. For instance, there is the big idea of togetherness. It is an idea that is given more power than anything else in the story. It is through the idea of togetherness that the author of the story uses symbols that call for unity in the refugee community because without togetherness unity will not be found, and this has been enhanced still through the establishment of the small grocery store that caters for the needs of the people in the refugee community. Nevertheless, love is among the big ideas presented in the story I’d Love You to Want Me. Even though unity and care have prioritized among the key factors that contribute to the well-being of the people in the refugee community, love emerges to be the main idea. For example, there is no expectation to have unity in a situation where there is no love. Also, the same case applies to care, because there is no care for people who are not loved.  Therefore, this is a clear indication that loved is the key idea of the story. 
Love is the overall theme of the story. Symbols used in the story relate to the meaning of the story in many ways and different perspectives. For instance, it is through love that Vinh sneaks out of their hose at night when no one is aware of it just to go and be with the American girlfriend despite the fact that people consider him to be irresponsible because of this. Also, this is observed in the case where Vinh yelled that he was in love after the professor had tacked his windows shut.  
The care symbol has a lot of meaning in relation to the main theme of the story, which is love. As it is anticipated by everyone, care should always be given to those we love to ensure that they experience a good life, a life that is free from obstacles that are likely to counter what they do in day-to-day life. In relation to the story, at home, Mrs. Khanh, who cares about the professor shows her love towards him by trying all means to ensure that home is a nice and easier place for the professor to navigate. This can be seen from the way Mrs. Khanh makes out a path from the bed to the bathroom, she stakes list deliberately everywhere in the house to remind the professor to perform particular tasks. 


