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‘To an Athlete Dying Young”
	“Young death” that is evidenced by substantial successes is far much better than dying at an old age yet having achieved nothing. “To an athlete dying young” is a poem that denotes a victory of young man over the disgrace, the humiliation and challenging times that ought to counter while someone ages. The speaker of the poem is the poet, Housman. He takes up the position of being the persona of a dweller of the region which the athlete stayed. The speaker is critical and has a cynical perspective about life. This perceptive could have a substantial irrational impact on young persons who are unhappy with their lives. These are young people who sometimes react to their death wishes by considering hazardous risks in a life of engaging in drugs, fast cars or other deviant activities.
	Housman uses the repeated kind of imagery of victory and death. The image of victory is utilized when he mentions that the athlete “won your town the race” and he was a “smart lad to slip…” away from life and retain his prominence. The poet also utilizes the image of death while analyzing the cemetery of the athlete. He says, “…townsman of a stiller town.” He also expresses many words that denote burial. Images collectively ignite a feeling in the expressions of the reader. The reader has an opportunity to picture or be transported to that place or time being described by the poet. Images would also allow the reader to experience the facts in the poem by understanding the emotion being expressed in the poem. 
	A lot of poetic devices have been utilized in the poem. These include irony, personification, and apostrophe. An example of irony utilized in the poem is the success that an athlete attains in his youth turned out a moment that is sometimes disregarded and defamed by other individuals when the athlete ages. Unfortunately, not many people remember or acknowledge the victories and the wonderful times that the athlete live and the splendor of his achievement disappears with age. The poem defies the ancient notion of staying longer on earth without much successes and criticizes dying young when you have not achieved anything significant or contributed to the society. 
	Personification can be evident in the lines ‘Eyes the shady night has shut” (13) and “After earth as stopped the ears” (16). Night cannot shut, and evidently, earth cannot stop a person’s ears since it does not have hands. However, in this poem, the lines offer the reader a feeling that it is natural or normal for someone to die at a young age after celebrating his laurels. It is a moment of a peaceful bliss for the young who dies, securing him from witnessing his glory fade and his fame disremembered after a while. 
	An apostrophe has been utilized in the opening stanza. It states, “The time you won your town the race/ We chaired you through the market-place; Man and boy stood cheering by, / And home we brought you shoulder-high.” The speaker is addressing the young man as if he still here to hear these words. It could be mistaken that the person is still alive. Through this way of speaking in the entire poem, one may be convinced that the narrator recalls how the young man lived and succeeded, and the comforting him that a young death is better than dying at an old age. It transfers the reader into the poem, and there is an automatic connection with both the speaker and the young man. 
	The theme of the poem is to demonstrate that glory is fleeting. The only method of capturing and maximizing it is to die as a young individual after attaining success. The theme of the poem champions the fact that it is good to attain so many things in life when someone is still young. It depicts a young athletic champion who dies making everyone to express grief at his funeral (To an Athlete Dying Young 34). The poet recognizes that this early termination of life was indeed his fortune. The poet feels that if the young athlete would have stayed longer, his successes would only have wasted away and would not be remembered. Through his demise as a youth, he will be lovingly recalled by many members of the community for his youthful laurels. By dying at an old age would have amounted to being overlooked and discounting the accomplishments realized by the young athlete. 
	The theme in the poem is implicit and cannot be quickly recognized. The renowned athlete in the poem was a racing champion and gained glories and veneration in the society. Unfortunately, the fame and glory are not sustained, they are forgotten as it happens to the aspect of being a youth. The expression, “silence sounds no worse than cheers after the earth has stopped the ears’ is implicit. It suggests that the eminence of the renowned athlete has passed away and the applause or celebrations from the supporters does not happen anymore.
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