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Professor Christina Lesyk, LMSW

DUE DATE:  11:59 pm EST on Friday, November 19, 2021

INSTRUCTIONS – READ THIS WHOLE DOCUMENT BEFORE PROCEEDING: 
For this assignment, please read the case study below.  You are then supposed to  identify and discuss what actions you would take as the counselor and what might occur as a result of your decisions.  Do not talk about what a hypothetical counselor would or should do – you need to put yourself in the counselor’s shoes and use your own values, experience, and knowledge.

Because everyone is unique, there may be more than one “right” answer, so don’t stress about trying to figure out what the one “right” decision might be.  However, you do need to support what you choose to do or not do!  Imagine that you must justify what you decided to do or not do in court.  Feelings and emotions can be considered but cannot be solely relied upon – it would not be acceptable in court.  You must support yourself with legitimate, acceptable concepts, facts, and evidence, or you would be no more qualified to testify than a layperson.

LENGTH/FORMAT:  5 pages maximum, double-spaced and in APA format. The 5 pages do NOT include the title page or the reference page.   Your paper must be saved as a .doc, .docx, or .pdf only.  If another format is used and your paper cannot be opened in Blackboard, it will be considered not submitted.

CASE STUDY FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT:
You are the counselor.  Your client, Mary, would like to start meeting with you at a park down the street from your office for your counseling sessions so she could get to know you better and feel closer to you.  She said she could bring a lunch for a picnic.  You are concerned about creating an environment that would help Mary the most, and she says, “That (meeting in the park) would really help me.”

Would you agree to meet with Mary or other clients outside your office?  Why or why not?  

REQUIRED RESOURCES:  You are required to use, cite, and reference the 8-step model beginning on page 19 of our course textbook to help you identify issues and then decide what to do.  Other pertinent information is in Chapter 7.  You will also read the Code of Ethics for the National Organization for Human Services (NOHS), located at: https://www.nationalhumanservices.org/ethical-standards and identify, apply, cite, and reference the relevant standards to the given scenario.  Any other resources that you use must also be cited and referenced appropriately.

A complete paper should have a title page (not counted in the 5 pages), an introduction, points and arguments that are supported and written in a logical progression, a conclusion, and a reference page.  Please carefully model your paper after the APA sample papers available to avoid avoidable errors.  See the Purdue OWL resource below under “Writing Assistance” for sample papers.     



WRITING ASSISTANCE:
A grading rubric describing what you are to address and how well you do it is provided in Blackboard.  I will be using this rubric to grade your work, so you should use it to guide your writing.  

An excellent APA reference is: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html
This resource provides numerous guides on how to cite and reference in APA and this is also where you can see sample papers to format yours with.

The SUNY Canton Writing Center has been ranked #1 in the entire SUNY system and services are included in the cost of this course.  You can make appointments to have a tutor review your work online or in person by emailing writingctr@canton.edu.  Instead of waiting until the last minute to request help, you may wish to be proactive.  For example, if you are a procrastinator, you could make an appointment and then commit to having some solid work to review together by that date.

HOW TO SAVE YOUR WORK:  Before you can upload your assignment into Blackboard, you need to have it saved in a safe place first such as a Cloud account or a USB drive (or both if you really want to be careful).  Your computer hard drive is NOT a safe place.  If you lose or damage your computer, you will not be able to access your work. 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR WORK:  
Please use the “attach file” command to upload your assignment into the electronic dropbox in Blackboard.  The dropbox is in the assignment folder corresponding with the assignment’s due date.  Do not type into the dropbox.  This will not let you submit a professionally formatted document and I will not read it.

When you upload your assignment, WAIT until the submission is fully loaded and you receive a confirmation message on the screen.  You should ALSO see a preview of what you submitted.  CHECK that this is indeed what you wanted to submit AND that it looks the way you want it to.  

If you do not see the confirmation or preview, then something went wrong.  Log out of Blackboard, clear out your browser history, run a virus and malware scan, then try again.  Be sure you are using an approved browser (e.g. Chrome, Firefox, Safari) too.  Contact the technical assistance offices listed on your Blackboard home page if needed. 

You can submit as often as you want and even bits and pieces to have the system check for possible plagiarism problems which you can then fix before you submit your last attempt.  I will only look at the last submission, so please remember to make that submission the one you want me to see.
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