Court case: Texas v. Mason
Crystal mason, the defendant, was  criminally prosecuted and also sentenced to five years  in prison for casting a provisional ballot  in texas in the 2016 polls. According to the prosecution, the defendant was on a federal supervised release and therefore ineligible to vote. A federal supervised release  is a initial period of freedom after a person completes a full term in prison. According to Texas prosecutors  the act was illegal  because she knowingly violated the law which prohibits felons  from voting. According to Mason, she was not aware that it was illegal for her to vote. She was not alerted when she went to her polling place which was the Tabernacle Baptist Church in Rendon Texas.  The 42-year old woman and mother of three  defended herself by stating that even though her name was not in the registry she was allowed to vote and informed by a polling place volunteer that if her credentials  checked out her vote would be counted.  However, a few months later she was arraested for voting illegally  and sentenced to five years imprisonment.even after she made an appeal it was rejected, an she was sent back too prison for an additional ten months.
How do the various sources compare in their coverage of the case? In what ways do they describe it similarly? In what ways do they differ in their descriptions?
The four sources vary considerably in the way the case is reported . according to the Miami Herald is that Crystal Mason is one among 6 million American citizens who lost the right to vote. On the other hand, the Guardian reports that  the five year sentence that Mason was handed had been upheld by Texas courts. According to the Washington post is that the court was weighing whether rhe 5 year old sentence was legal or threat ti democracy. The new york times reports that Mason lost a bid for a new trial after she had been sentenced to five years in prison for voter fraud

[bookmark: _GoBack]
What impact might the way in which these articles are framed have on the audience's understanding about the broader topic?
The framing of articles from these four sources are different and they may significantly affect the understanding of the audience on the topic. For instance, the New York post has illuminated on the facts surrounding the case whereby Crystal voted illegally after being released from the prison. However, the post goes ahead to state that there are states that allow felons to vote as well as stating that more than six million Americans have been stripped their rights to vote. Finally, the post introduces some aspect of racism whereby it states that, “charges against Ms. Mason, who is black, thrown out” (Garcia, 2018). These are statements to appeal to the audience that it is not a case of law alone but also race. 
The choice of words used in framing of the headlines may have a significant impact on the audience’s understanding.  In the Washington Post, the author questions whether the integrity of the ballot is dependent on the voter ID laws (Paul, 2019).  The author also argued that the entire process of prosecuting Mason amounted to threat of democracy that is enjoyed by many. Similarly, in the guardian, the title claims that Texas upheld the sentence of a woman who was not aware that she was ineligible to vote (Levine, 2020). The author puts the blame on the probation officials who never told Mason that she was not eligible to vote while on probation. For the audience, the statement may twist the whole meaning of the case to be an unfair and discriminatory. The article from Miami Herald by Mitchell, M (2018), the author provides statistics on the number of people who have lost their rights to vote as over 6 million.  Further, she introduces the aspect of racial discrimination in the case whereby the African American felons have continued to be disenfranchised more than other ethnic groups (Mitchell 2020). 

What impact might the way in which these articles are framed have on policy responses? What are the proposed solutions, if any, to address this form of homicide? If none are offered by the news stories, what would you suggest would be a reasonable response based on the material you have learned this week?
The article may have varied policy impacts depending on the nature of the interpretation of the policy makers. For instance, some of the policy offered may be used to curb the level of discrimination that exist in the judicial system. 
The other response may be on the probation officers to offer the needed information to felon. 
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