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The Explosion by Philip Larkin describes a tragic accident in a coal mine in which some miners lost their lives. We have the idea that the poem is about an explosion not only from the title but also from the first stanza as it describes that the explosion occurred in a coal mine. At the moment when the accidents occurred, the wives of these miners had a vision. Their husbands, as well as some words from the bible, appeared clearly in front of them. The repetitive use of the word explosion in the first line emphasises the sense of foreboding. The alliteration seen in the first stanza brings about a peaceful and gentle atmosphere that contradicts with what will happen.
Furthermore, s sound is repetitively used and brings about a soothing and tender mood. However, the underlying danger is brought about by referring to the slagheap sleeping; one could think that it is a drowsy monster or a dormant volcano. By personifying coal dust pile as well as shale, Larkin adds menace, something that is threatening and lurking the miners. 
	The shadow pointing the pithead is sinister. It signifies the dark image of the morning sun. Perhaps, they are foreshadowing the impending danger to these miners. To bring about the meaning of the poem, Larkin uses a casual and informal language deliberately. For instance, 'On the day of the explosion' tells its audience the dramatic event in an understated manner. The event is speaking for itself; the poet does not make any attempt of stirring his audience's emotions with the aid of strong words. Explosion, for instance, stands out in the description of a quiet, calm and sunny morning. Other parts of the poem do not mention any sound; everything is still at this point despite that there is a sense of dread as suggested by the mention of a sleeping slagheap and shadows. 
	It was just like any other day to these minors. They are heading to work in the coal pit with work boots and overalls. They smoke pipes, and their talk is full of bad language and swearing. According to Larkin, their language is oath-edged, and they are unaware of the deadly explosion that will lead to their death despite the menace that hints the destruction that was coming. The explosion's tremor is felt in the neighbouring fields, astounding the cows.
Furthermore, the dust cloud is blown out of the mine resulting in dim, blurred sunlight as in a heat-haze. The coal pit's entrance brings the mind of the gates of hell as it is referred to as the pit. The poet neither describes the explosion nor the mine directly. Also, he does not represent the agony the miners were struggling with. All these chaos and horrors were left to our imagination. 
The poem also suggests that life does not end at death. The vision in the poetry indicated that even though these miners were not together with their wives, they appeared as larger than life and ablaze with a light of gold. Besides, their wives saw words of hope for the bible, and their dead husbands were almost like angels. 

Reference
The Explosion by Philip Larkin. Allpoetry.com. (2020). Retrieved 28 July 2020, from https://allpoetry.com/The-Explosion.

Running Head: THE EXPLOSION 


 


 


1


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The Meaning of the Poem: The Explosion


 


 


 


Student’s Name


 


Course Name


 


Institution


 


Date


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 




Running Head: THE EXPLOSION      1               The Meaning of the Poem: The Explosion       Student’s Name   Course Name   Institution   Date                        

