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Introduction
The political offices and the institutions that were in place in the Republican period were made in such a way that they prevented any man from becoming too powerful. However, this did not last for long, in the first century BCE the systems had begun going down.  Rome extended its citizenship, and it was able to gain back some of its empires. What drove the economic development was mainly the military expansion. Those who had been enslaved were set free and brought back to Rome. Slowly the city of Rome was transformed so was the Roman culture. In the first century, Rome ruled the world, but it had challenges governing itself. The senators in place were fighting against themselves. 
The Transition from a Republic to an Empire
The fall of the Republic started in 59 BC with a coalition between Julius Caesar, Marcus Licinius, and Pompey. This is commonly referred to as the first triumvirate. The three men were the rulers of Rome until Marcus died and Pompey turned against Caesar. 
a) Julius Caesar
	At the beginning the wealthiest families in Rome held power, and they only could be elected to have positions in a political or a religious office. The rest of the people were known as plebeian, and they were not eligible for such positions. For several years the republic was strong. This changed when Rome started to expand and gain more power. The citizens, as well as the families, started struggling for power which resulted in conflict. For instance, Marcus Cicero uncovered a plan that had been laid down to overthrow the government. As all this was happening, Julius Caesar was gaining more power. He was able to conquer the province of Gaul and also enjoyed had the loyalty of the soldiers. The Senate did not like the power that Caesar was gaining and demanded him to back to be a citizen in Rome and to give up the soldier. Caesar did not agree to it. This earned him a lot of powerful enemies. His rule did not last for long, after invading Italy he was assassinated two years after by senators who had had enough of the autocratic style. This resulted in more chaos. The assassination of Caesar triggered a lot of things, for instance, the second Triumvirate creation and the creation of the Roman Empire. 
b) Augustus
	After Caesar came Augustus, a nephew to Caesar as well as an heir. He had the support of Marc Anthony, and the two were so powerful. The alliance of Augustus, Marc, and Lepidus formed the Second Triumvirate. They hope to gain the Republic control. Augustus was the first emperor. At this point, there was a shift of power from a representative democracy to centralized imperial authority. Under his administration, there was the introduction of veto powers and also gained the authority to command the army. The emperor had more power than those who held lower positions. The emperor gave the consent for the people who held office (Garnsey et al., 2014). The republican assemblies were now less popular. The emperor got his powers from the Senate mainly because the Senate was made of the most elite people who still controlled the public opinion.
	During this time the Roman Republic had managed to get control of the Italian Peninsula. It also had already established the North African colonies and had control of Spain and Gaul. Due to this expansion, Rome had gained a lot of power, wealth as well as prestige. Augustus with the help of Marcus was able to fight all the enemies that Caesar had and defeat them. Augustus had the control of Rome while Marcus had that of Egypt. However, this reunion did not last for long. After Antony met Cleopatra, Augustus was suspicious of the two and thought that they wanted to take over Rome (Luttwalk et al., 2016). This resulted to battle where most of the Egyptian fleet was destroyed. Before Marcus and Cleopatra could be captured they both committed suicide. In 31BC, Augustus was a hero in Egypt, and he became the first emperor in Rome. Eventually, the transition from republic to empire was finalized. This was one of the most prosperous times of Ancient Rome since it managed to gain a lot of wealth.
Conclusion
	There were two significant periods in Rome's history, that is, the Roman Republic which was between 509 BC and 27BC and the second period which was the Roman Empire and took place between 27BC to 476 AD. The key people that lead Rome to become a republic are Caesar, Augustus, and Marc Antony.










Work Cited
"Figure 2f from Irimia R, Gottschling M (2016) Taxonomic Revision of Rochefortia Sw. 	(Ehretiaceae, Boraginales). Biodiversity Data Journal 4: e7720. 	Https://Doi.org/10.3897/BDJ.4.e7720.” doi:10.3897/bdj.4.e7720.figure2f.
Garnsey, Peter, and Richard Saller. The Roman Empire: economy, society, and culture. Univ of 	California Press, 2014.
Luttwak, Edward. The Grand Strategy of the Roman Empire: From the First Century CE to the 	Third. JHU Press, 2016.

