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an obiective appraisal
of wind turbines’
generaiing potential

MICHAEL TREBILCOCK
IROVESSON CF L AW ANDG ECOMOMELS AT THE
JMIVERSITY OF TORGNTE FACLILTY OF LAW

{amnot antl-green,

W de need to invest in techuolo-
gies that reduce our refiance on fos-
sit fuels that contribufe to green-
house gas emissions.

But I belleve we must do so with
intelligence and not be seduced by
vague or reckless promises that
clemly de not stand up to scrutiny
Nor should we proceed with enor-
mous public expenditures without
appropriate due diligence and rea-
sonable care, especially when it
comes to the health and welfare of
our fellow citizens and the future of
our children,

f choge to Hve in a vural area that
was onee one of the seenic tres-
sitres of Ointario and that is now he-
{ngpopulated by wind turbines. Ac-
carding to the promicr of our prov-
ince, I am a NIMBY. But NIMBY
talk comes chesp from those who
will pever dve anywhere neay these
incessantly nolsy, 35-story behe-
moths that cause documenied
health and environmental risks as
well as dramatically towering prop-
erty values and impacting one’s
quality of life. And all for what pur-
pose when we have alternative ap-
progches that are proven to be less
costhy nnd vastly more effective?

While the intent ¢ understand-
ahle, the Green Energy Act is seri-
ously fiawed -~ particularly in those
aspects pertaining to wind energy
and lack of due proe

If the provincial government of
the day Is €0 certain thak the risks
ate negligible, then why does the
act not contain protections such as
indemmnifying property owners for
kogses inourred or those who will

the advice of the wind industry, :
many of its clabms parrot the
wiews, The Advertising Standaz
Authority in the TK. recenl
forced the industry to cut by half
false claim regavding the amount
harmiut carbon doxide emissio
that wonld be eliminated by ush
wind turbines,

It it time we jnsisted onan o
jective, sclentifie examination of:
the facts ratlier than simply accet
ing the industry tobbyists’ asse
thonis at face value?

The sovernment advises th
wwind power will cost us 13.5 cer
per kilwatt-hovr {mote than twi
current electricity costs} bul b
et 1o prblicly identify all the ad
tisnal costs, fs enthusiasm |
green is countered by fts silance
how this flawed poliey — one t

velies 5o heavily on unprediciak
heav whsidized, premiw

priced wind energy ~ will raq
backup from cven move publi
funded, standby generarion fa
ities.

As the European experience o
firms, this will inevitably tead t
staggering incresse in energy ¢o
with consequent detrimental
feets on business and eployme
From this perspective, the protw
of 58,000 new jobs from green:
ergy is acruel defusion,

"The pecple most negatively aff
ed by this act are rural residents.
taking planning responsibilit
g fooma locad municipadities ¢
Jesving key decisions to subsequ
ministerial regtlations, the new
vision-making regine gives th
1o say in matters that wilf dean
ically affect their lives. Rutal ¢
dents are not major contributor
Ontario’s earbon footprint but
being conscripted as 3 majot pu
its solutiom.

Thete is a simple solution to
tmpact on rural residents, B
that setbacks from residences ¢
forrn to internadonal standard
endersed by renowned medical

cotnadifia Tndiae that have Aln



quz.hcua"

Wouldn't a prudent government
undertake fndependent epidemic-
logical and environmentat studies
prior to giving developers huge §i-
nancial incentives to go down a
path that Is largely irreversible?
Proceeding without such knowl-
cdge, while ofher pressing social
priorities take a back seat, is a clas-
sie example of “Fire. Ready. Aim.”

Let’s examine some of the facts,

15 wind power really o vinble ceo-
nomical alternative to other renew-
ableenergy options? The European
cxperience is instruetive. Den-
tnark, the world’s most wind-inten-
sive pation with more than 6000
turbines gemerating 10 per cent of
its electyicity, has yet to clase a sin-
dle fossil-fuel power plant [t re-
tuires 50 per cent more coal-gener-
ated electricity to cover wind's fugl-
ings; polution and carbon digxide
emissions have risen (by 36 per
cent in 2006 alone); and its efectric.
ity greneration costs are the highest
in Burope {i5 centy per kilowatt-
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fJenmark wffh more than 6,000 burbines
generating 19 per cent of its electricity, has yet to
close a single fossil-fuel power plant

hour compared to Ontatio’s cur-
rent rate aof abouy 6 cents).

The Danish Federation of Indog-
tries says. “Windmills ave & mistaie
and economically make no sense.”
The head of Denmarl's largest en-
ergy utility tells us that “wind Rir-
bines do not reduce carhont dioxide
emissions,” Thechairof energy poi-
iy in the Banish parliament eails it
“a tervibly expensive disaster.”

The German experience is no dif-
ferent. Der Spiegel repovts that
“Germnany's COZ emissions hiven't
been reduced by even a gingle
gram” and additional coad- and pag-
fired plants have boen constructed
to ensure relfable delivery. These

people do not seem like NIMBYs
for does this sound like a green
Litopia.

CGiven these circumstances, The
Wall Street Journal advises that
“wind is more 4 nuisance than a
source of power” and that “wind
generation is the prime example of
what can go wrong when the gov-
srnment decides to piel winners.
Fhe ides that it can replace coal or
natural gag in electrical generation
is ot Eantasy” Worldwide, wind ener-
gy contributes fess thon 1 per cent
to the reduciion of yresnhouse gas-
5,

1 am disappoinied that our gov-
ernment seems so willing to aceept

examined the health and en
mental risks. The French Acs
of Medicine recommends L!
metres, ponding fusthey re:
onhealth effects of persistent,
sUre to low intensity noise.

Ahternatively, the govern
could concentrate wind fayr
more remote areas, as has
dome i (Quebee and much ¢
rope. But that would likely
mare and this goverfiment
bent on seerificing the well
rural residents rather than
ving more expense.

I have spent my profession
committed to the principle
reasoned and informed debat
serves the public interesy, I
cost us all dearly that the pr
government evinces so little
mitment to the sume principh
Tomarrow: Prominent American e
ranmentalist Bill McKibben says tl
threat of global warming is so grea
rerewal energy projects must go 4
adckly despite the gossibility of nr
tive lacal imgpacts,
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Thursday will be an impgrfant day
for Ontario, o~
It's the day stryggling Ontario
families, busingfses and seniors
have been waiting for.
s the province’s annual
Al badget is unveiled.
This” budget is more important
thin any other in recent histary,
/)In these furbulent times, Ontari-
.08 deserve a plan from their gov-
ernment. They need io know how
Daulton MeGuinty and his govern-
ment plan to bring us through
the sther side of this economic
storm while still maintaining the
services people depend on.
Ontarians expect government fo
protect them — o protect their lobs,
their buisinesses and their futures.
Ower the past six years, we haven't
seen mueh in the way of an eco-
nomic plan from this Liberal pov-
ernment. With revenues up by 327
biflion, McGuinty and his govem-
ment have recklessly spentwithout
saving for 2 vainy day

have increased program spend

Since taking office in 2003, they
g
by 50 per cent. Tota program spend-
ing ineressed by an average of § per
copt each yean while Ontaric’s econ-
amy grew only by per cent arsrndly,

‘waste to spur

now trail other provinees in eco-
nomic grawth, Ontarid’s unem-
ployment vate, io-the highest it hus
Been il e"'*.l/ild as of next week,
v rhm].‘iya hawvenot provines,
womare han ever, Ontavio

In other words, this D(:VLrumcpI/ aeeds a comprelensive, detailed

spent twice as muek 4 it fooic i
This year, Ontario's

skyrocket past $100 5

rensing débt foad. Ontario is
rPin a massive $18 il
it ovor the nexy two years.

addition to aiready carry-
otal debtburden nf more than
F170 bilhon. It represents a delt
load of 513,000 for every man,
womart and child in Ontario and
burden that is clearly going to wors
en this Thursday,

While MeGuinty continues fo fell
Ontarians this is the approach
teeded [o “sthmulate” our econo-
Y, We now different.

Omikario is pot better off toduy us a
resuit of this tax-and-spend sp-
praach.

The proving
F00000 ha

economic plan.

We need a plan that will help re
galn our competitive ndvantage,
tern st to prosperity and bakneed
Emdgeﬁ A !)l:m that | esﬁﬁs Smpe

in's status ag
of Canada
A5 the (ificial Opposition, Ontar-
s Progressive Conservatives have
led on MceGuinty and his min-
r of finanee w0 lower corporate
ncomes taxeas, (o immediately
efiminate the capital tax and fo an-
lock pensions for struggling se-
wors, We've asked that Ihe Fovern-
ment provide transparoney and ac-
conntabiiity when it comes fo
spending by establishing an online
v oaf ndl angoifyr nfraste-
rrofects
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implement athree-maonth P8’
idav on the sale of cars and frix
Ontarie. Most recently, we ¢
for the adoption of a “Retire-
Ride” incentive program
wodd see Ontarie-diivers re
2000 towsTds the purchu
leage-0 5 new ear in exchang
hy vehicle 10 years or older,
Ese are hV NSRS CUre-
lations, However, they are 2 st
Thay are measires that coulc
iy he included in this week’s
geb. Measures we hope fo o
o lu(ied as garmmt thew go ﬁ(

av, we will be dog

his budget 1 opportani

MeGuinty to finally show the

“TSRIR OUT Provinee 0 degper
needs.

We'll e looking for the ge
ment ko deliver a real pha — a
that will protect jobs, pablic se
o andd the fudure of this preat |
inice,

Anviiiby

less 1s unnecoplahle



