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Introduction
The family is the basic unit of a society where societal norms, customs, and beliefs are developed. As such, the survival of society largely depends on its family units. However, the family structure is historically changing, and new structures are emerging.  Cohabitation, same-sex unions, single parenthood, divorce, voluntary childless marriages, and working mothers are the dominant features of today's families. This essay analyses three sociological theories in an attempt to understand the changing trends in today's families.
Functionalism Theory and Modern Families
The theory views society as an organism in which every part performs its role. An important function of the family is to create well-integrated society members.  The family also instills culture and societal norms into the members of society and reproduces new society members to replace those who die (Allen and Henderson, 2016). With this perspective, same-sex marriages' functionality is questionable since they may not reproduce to add new members to society. However, they can socialize, educate, and provide for their members, which renders them relatively functional. Working moms are viewed as a threat to the traditional role of women in taking care of children. With this perspective, the wholeness of single-parent families is felt when caregivers take care of the kids as the existing parents work to provide for the family. 
Conflict Theory and Modern Families
The conflict theory views the family as an agent of patriarchy and social inequality (Adams, 2018). Rich families leave wealth to their children. This helps maintain social class and status quo since poor families do not have much wealth to leave to their children. The traditional families made of stay-at-home-moms and working dads helped maintain the status quo by giving men more economic power than women. According to this theory, society members are in a constant struggle for their rights. Same sex marriage is thus seen as an attempt by the homosexual class to fight for their rights. When the majority, heterosexual couples, deny same-sex unions the right to marriage, they propagate social inequality and aim to maintain the status quo. The increasing rate of working moms is a sign of success as women work to acquire economic power.  Single parenthood may be seen as a result of individuals breaking from dominating unions. 
Symbolic Interactionist Theory and Today's Families
[bookmark: _GoBack]The symbolic interactionist theory sees the family unit as an agent of social reproduction. Meanings of these unions are maintained and negotiated by existing family members. According
to this perspective, communication patterns, role-taking, and adjustment between family members are explored and appreciated within the family. The theory takes a flexible approach to the various changes in the family unit. With a symbolic interactionist theory, family members can embrace new roles, and mothers can comfortably provide for the family. Single parenthood is a complete unit as one parent plays the role of mom and dad. 
Conclusion
 	The family is changing. Understanding sociological theories can help decode these changes and embrace them. Change is investable, and society members have to adopt the family structure changes for harmonious living.
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