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Something I Failed at
When I originally read this assignment, I wondered what I could write about that I failed. Not that I never fail but I didn’t know what I could write 2-3 pages about without being redundant. It then dawned on me that my embedded microcontrollers class consisted of enough information to not only establish a few successes but also an ultimate fail and give me enough information to write about without repeating the same thing over again. With that being said; we started our embedded microcontroller class with a board called the HCS12 where you will find the trouble began. 
The class started as any other on ground course at Colorado Springs Colorado Technical University. There are many programming languages you can use for this class, in this class chose to use assembly language (ASM FILES) instead of others. I had high hopes for this class and read multiple books about the subject since the teacher was more interested in her slots, than teaching the class. Which this isn’t the first class that I learned from YouTube, however in this class I had difficulty finding information on programming with ASM for the hcs12 and often ran into the C++ language. 
Once I started programming I ran into more issues there were frequent errors even running files that were created to run as tests to ensure a functioning board. They would run once then have issues and not work consistently if at all. I tried reinstalling the program and researched different errors it could be. I then brought it to the teacher asking her to help me with a software error I was having. She responded by asking me for a flow chart saying there’s no way she could tell where an error in my program was without one even though I attempted to explain to her that I was running tests with a sample program, so it had nothing to do with the code. 
This may seem like a rant but there is more to this story and ultimately my failure that will not be permanent and what I learned from this experience. After this mishap I continued to search for the answer to my problems thinking it would turn out to be a problem with the installation of the program or something I did. This lead to my conversation with a best buy associate about what I could be doing wrong to make the program not work. He pointed out that it sounded like the board was back which lead me to researching faults with the board to find out my board was in fact broken.
At this point I found out my dragon board was in fact broken and these things cost over $200 dollars, this lead me to the va office in the school to ask if they can replace broken board. With this I was lucky enough to have the VA representative talk to the book and exchange out the board with a new one. I was ecstatic, I may have been half way through the class, but I was confident I could learn enough with a working board to pass!
Here came the next issue in this story after putting the dragon board in my backpack I found out that my board had been erased in my backpack by pressing the two buttons up below. I again asked the teach and another student who seemed to be a whiz kid in the class. They both said it was unfixable and the teacher said she could ask her husband to fix it although it would take a couple weeks and it may or may not work. I set out again to find my own answer and found a fix and fixed it by the end of class since with only 3 weeks in class left there would be no way to finish all the homework I haven’t been able to do along with group and final project without it. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]At this point I knew there was limited time left but I would work my ass off to complete all assignments and attempt to teach myself how to program since by some hell I was better at coding than anyone else in my group. At first, I worked on the code to get the whole code functioning but soon I ran out of time and had to right a non-functioning code that was heavily commented which I was told was better then nothing at this point. So, at this point I worked to complete all assignments to give me a fighting chance of passing. At this point I passed! Just kidding this is a story about failing which I did spectacularly. I learned from this experience that you can sometimes work your hardest and still fail. However this doesn’t mean I give up here, in fact it only made graduating more important to me.
 
   



















