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1. What is Billy Collins’ "Introduction to Poetry" poem suggesting about poetry? (Answer in one thorough paragraph) 
The author of the poem, Billy Collins has used this platform to encourage his audience to look into the meaning of the poem, listen to the inner sound of the poem, and react as per the poem rather than ride roughshod over the poem and the author as well. More to that, Billy wants the audience to have an open mind while reading the piece of work in order to be able to see the meaning of the poem instead of overanalyzing it or underestimating the meaning. Lastly, he offers an advice to poem readers to be careful while reading and read between the lines (Runyan & Collins, 2015). 
2. What is the subject of Sylvia Plath’s poem “Metaphors”? In other words, what is the answer to the riddle? (Answer in one sentence) 
From her usage of metaphors and riddles, comparing herself from a pregnant state to an “elephant” etc. are meant to create verbal pictures and used as a vehicle of exploration to understand the world in motherhood (Plat & Duffy, 2012). 
3. What does the poem Marge Piercy's “Barbie Doll” suggest about the pressure to conform to societal tenets about beauty? Who sets these standards? Do you see any problems with the definitions of beauty today? (Answer in 2-3 paragraphs) 
	The Barbie Doll poem gives the audience a commentary of women expectations and gender roles. The poem has focused on the feminine stereotypes behind beauty and the different roles that the feminine gender must follow. The poem suggest that the female gender should accept civilization of character. The idea is to temper with the female’s natural goodness and do away with then replace it with a civilized nature of “qualified standards” (Piercy, & Red Mountain Tribe, 2011).
	The community sets these standards in general through education and mounting pressure to the girl. Influential pressure is subjected to the girl child in the society and urged to abandon her talents and embrace civilization in order to become someone in the society that her distinctiveness. Yes, there is problem with the definitions of beauty today. It is important for the feminine gender to keep their natural goodness, which is beauty on its own (Piercy, & Red Mountain Tribe, 2011).
4. Look up an interpretation on YouTube of “Porphyria’s Lover.” Write a comparison of Browning’s two poems: “Porphyria’s Lover” and “My Last Duchess.”2-3 paragraphs 
	Both Porphyria’s Lover and My Last Duchess are similar in one way or other. Porphyria’s Lover and My Last Duchess have used dramatic monologue. The two poems are based on a narrator crisis. In both poems, the upper class control and are in power. For example, in the “Porphyria’s Lover,” the Duke is in control of the lover.  The men are the top and the women are in the lower class. The women are subject to men. For example, in the “My Last Duchess” the duchess takes control over the wife (Browning, 2015).
	In the Porphyria’s Lover, the women in the higher class are forced to marry the narrator who in this case is a man at a lower class. The poem shows a situation whereby women do not have the right, the right to do whatever they like such as marrying their lover and voting. Relationships between a low class man and high-class woman eventually break in the Porphyria’s Lover. On the other hand, in “My Last Duchess” the high-class men treat low class women with less dignity and as disposable possessions (Gale, 2016).
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