Discussion
1). Who's the Protagonist? Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice is a difficult play in many ways, and one of those ways is the simple question: who is the protagonist of the play? Make your claim about which figure is this main, focal character, and tell us how you know. Be sure to support your argument with specific, well-analyzed examples from the play.
Portia is portrayed as the protagonist because she has an essential hold on the play movement. She is the reason why Bassanio appears in the first place that leads to Antonio being locked in the plot of Shylock. The characteristic of Portia betrays her as the real protagonist because she is stubborn, smart, and wilful and knows how she can turn events to her way. The existence of Portia in the play is predicated because she is unable to choose her husband. There are limitations in which she cannot do anything about; despite her manipulation of the situation, she is fundamentally acting on a place that is restricted. Therefore, the turn of events weakens her grip on the play's events. More importantly, Portia is seen at the centre of all actions in the play. Due to her character, the play becomes all about Shylock and the debt with Antonio. Additionally, the relationship between Antonio and Bassanio overlaps the events surrounding Portia. Portia is seen as being incidental to the happenings in the relationships (Shakespeare, 20). Portia is the protagonist because she is the one who other characters are connected. She is rich since she buys and manages to make grand investments all over the world. 
2). Shylock: Villain or Victim? In terms of the play's plot, Shylock seems to be set up as a villain; there are, however, certain elements of the play itself that indicate that perhaps Shakespeare does not intend him to be understood only in the role of a villain. What do you think? Does Shakespeare intend us to read Shylock only as a bad guy, or is there more going on here? If you find yourself being sympathetic to Shylock, how much of your sympathy is due, do you think, to our different attitude nowadays toward religious difference?
In many ways, Shylock is seen as both a victim and villain. Being a Jewish, he was being ridiculed and became a laughing stock by Christians. It is seen that the Jewish family in the play were treated poorly. Jews were not referred to as citizens and were not allowed to do any form of Christian job. Furthermore, they were forced to live in the ghetto. Shylock in many instances is being ridiculed for his job of lending money which were some of the few jobs that Jewish people would do. In the play, it was prohibited for Christians to lend money. Despite this regulation, Christians always needed loans. It is clear that Shylock is a victim because of the appalling way in which he is being treated and the ridicule he has been put through because of his faith in the Jewish religion. Additionally, he is seen as a villain because of the loathing he shows Antonio without any form of mercy. He wanted to use an indirect means of trying to kill Antonio. This shows that he is a villain (Shakespeare, 26).  There was a lot of devastation to Shylock when his daughter left him without any form of warning or any evidence of negative behavior directed towards him. I think Shylock is both as it is put by Shakespeare. 
3). Other Themes in The Merchant of Venice: It can be easy to focus entirely on the Shylock-Antonio conflict in The Merchant of Venice, but there are a number of other themes that come up, such as obedience to one's parents, love and marriage, and friendship. Choose one theme you see in the play, and explain what you think Shakespeare is trying to make his audience understand about that theme. 
The theme of friendship is represented in many ways by various characters, but the most pronounced ones are Bassanio and Antonio. It is seen that Bassanio and Antonio have a genuine and deep friendship that later extends to the honest representation of information which some received as a falsified idea. Shakespeare tries to show how Antonio tried to protest that he was not concerned about the ships. This is because he had invested somewhere thus delaying the return of cargos (Shakespeare, 29). On this occasion, it is seen that Bassanio comes to his assistance and Antonio tells him the truth that whatever he will have depends on the safe return of Ships. 
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