Running head: THE WAR IN VIETNAM		1
VIETNAM                                                                                                                                      5

[bookmark: _GoBack]




The Vietnam War
Name:
Professor:
Course title:
Institution:
Date:


The second Indochina War popularly known as the Vietnam War was very violent, complex and long-lasting compared to a majority of wars today. It went on form the 1950s to the 1970s. During the first few years, the war was between the South and the Northern Vietnamese but other nations such as the Soviet Union, China, and the United States joined later. A precise timeline would be 1955-1975.  War is fought twice, on the battlefield and in memory (Clark, 2000). The Vietnam War was a conflict that took a prolonged period of time but despite its end, the memories are still there. The war began as an anti-colonialist war but slowly shifted into a cold war on international communism and free-market democracy. The war was prolonged by the entry of the United State into the war. This work will use at least three primary sources of information to investigate the causes of the war and how it happened and what exacerbated it.
From major primary sources of information, it is clear that the causes of the war revolve around the battle between communism and capitalism. It is beyond a reasonable doubt that the strategies employed as well the theories that dictated reasoning and logic during the war escalated the war further.  The protection of areas of interest and the fear of dominion by one nation drew attention from major parties. One of the primary sources of information about the causes of the war is Remembering Vietnam.  Other sources include the speeches by President Lyndon B Johnson on the war, historical books, and stories by the war veterans.
 “Remembering Vietnam” is an exhibit in the American National Museum with explanations to some critical causes of the war. The first cause of the war revolves around communism. In the explanation for this, comes out how the war became prolonged: the involvement of the US. The United States was against the spread of communism and was doing everything possible to stop it (Clark, 2000).  Unfortunately, the Northern Vietnamese after defeating the French in 1954 wanted to unify the country under communism regime, influenced by the Soviet Union.  From the exhibit, it is clear that divisive politics had taken control of the nation.  Famous leaders of North Vietnam such as Ho Chi Minh were determined to rule and thrive in communism. This was a trigger for the US to join the war. The Geneva regulations promoted to divide and rule and were more detrimental to the nation than productive. The administration by President Lyndon offered all form of support to South Vietnam. 
Government documents explain some policies that were set aside and contributed to the war. This polices include the Truman Doctrine (Merrill, 2006). This was a policy put in place to contain the spread of communism. Truman justified the need to join the war on the basis of two reasons. He claimed that a Communist victory in the Greek Civil War would compromise and jeopardize the Turkish political state. Consequently this would also imply political hiccup in the Middle East. According to Truman, these two regions are indispensable parts of the strategic plan to achieve sustainable national security in the U.S. Therefore, any security alarms in the region wouldn’t be handled lightly. Secondly, Truman argued that it was obligatory for the United States to assist "free peoples" in their fights against "totalitarian regimes," owing to the fact that if authoritarianism dominated then it would "undermine the foundations of international peace and hence the security of the United States." In the light of the Truman Doctrine, it became "the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures." Additionally, Truman argued that physical security wasn’t just enough assurance of the American nation there was need for better foreign policies and also stability of global policies.in lieu of this, the United States was compelled to fight the forcible expansion of totalitarianism into free, independent nations. Participating and funding the war was one of the implementation strategies.
 The dominion theory explains further causes of the prolonged Vietnam War. The theory contended that the fall of one country under communism would result to lead to other nations succumbing to communism. This kept invoking the US government to wedge more war and offer military support to South Vietnam. This is because the theory implied that the domino would take the other countries down gradually. The Kenan telegram knew as "The Long Telegram" explains how much the USA disliked the idea of communism. The telegram points out that under communism there would never be peaceful coexistence between the communist groups and the capitalists and therefore it had to be contained (Kennan, 1946). The containment entailed silent wars. 
The US further felt that the fall of the domino would threaten their trade. President Dwight Eisenhower reputed Vietnam as Korea and felt threatened that Southeast Asian countries such as Laos, Cambodia, as well as Thailand would bend to communism in accordance to the domino effect just as it had happened in Eastern Europe. The implication of this fall would be loss of an important area of trade not just to the US. Consequently, nations like Taiwan, Japan, Australia, and New Zealand would be forced to take their chance politically with communism. Therefore, the U.S. had to remain in the war and prevent the South Vietnamese "domino" from falling. The more strategies the US adopted to contain communism the more the war prolonged.
The mode of leadership assumed by some of the leaders intensified the atrocities and led to more war. The US support for the South Vietnamese government wasn't for the good of the nations. Their advisors suggested policies that failed and some would be accompanied by an intensification of the war. For instance. President Johnson was so focused on achieving his domestic agenda that he allowed a series of bombing and sought Congressional support to fully fund the war. On the other end, Richard Nixon used the war to win his seat promising the nation that he would bring it to a stop. His Vietnamization strategy only leads to more damage to the side of the Vietnamese.
In a nutshell, the war in Vietnam was as a result of political and economic policies. It was a war of hearts and minds. It was a war that left the US foreign policy bruised yet the US did not win. The war escalated each time because of the various approaches taken towards it. This work has explained the causes of the war and its escalation using various primary sources. This paper concludes that the main cause of the war revolves around containing communism and safeguarding political interests.
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