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Causes of Vikings Migration
The word Vikings could be seen as a misnomer as it depics wen originating from Scandinavia that ventured so as to acquire new lands through robbing and looting. We have possibly seen movies in our childhood portraying this, by acquiring land through violence and that became a mark of their livelihood. This reaction was meant to take arable land and this formed their alternative means of survival. Not until Middle Ages Vikings never engaged in fishing (Fitzhugh & Ward, 14). Vikings were in constant movement and migrations from one region to another across Europe and Atlantic.
 One of the reasons for their movement is believed to be as a result of the pursuit for revenge against the Europeans for the previous raids of their homeland. This can be seen as one of the reasons why the Vikings might have been in constant movement as can also be seen from Charlemagne’s campaign that forced the Scandinavians to convert to Christian’s religion while they themselves were pagans.
Another idea that might have led to the migration of the Vikings is the increase in their population that exceeded their agricultural land. This might have been the case especially in Western Norway where there were scarce land reserves. This might have forced them to explore and grab new land reserves for their growing population. Other scholars have suggested that the main reason that motivated Vikings movement is the youth bulge effect that made every firstborn of every family to inherit all the family wealth while the other children had to find their own land and wealth in other areas (Fitzhugh & Ward, 14).Due to this, it is believed that the children who were not firstborns went ahead and grabbed land they would find as they move.
Lastly, some of the scholars suggest that Scandinavians practiced selective procreation that led to fewer women hence; their main reason for moving was to obtain more wives in the new areas. This, however, would not clarify why they would not bring these wives back to Scandinavia. In conclusion, there are several factors stated by scholars that might have led to the constant migration of the Vikings, however, some of them have no historical backing and would not be backed in any way.
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