
OLD MEDIA, DEAD MEDIA, and REMEDIATION
SHOW-AND-TELL PRESENTATION ASSIGNMENT

My presentation about Walkman
Assignment: What happens to “old media” when it dies? How does it get remediated or absorbed into new media? Each student will pair up with another student to give an in-class “show-and-tell” presentation on the old media example of their choice. The presentation will be short (12 minutes or less) and will entail three parts: 1) present, describe, and demonstrate your example; 2) discuss where your example fits into the history of media, and if it has been absorbed into a new media form; 3) conclude with a carefully thought-out question about your example for the class to discuss.

Choosing an example: Take a few weeks to observe how “old media” appears in our mediascape. When it is mentioned at all, is it ridiculed? Discussed historically? Then choose an example of supposedly “old media” or “dead media” that you think is particularly interesting. This should be a material culture example such as an old cell phone, an dictaphone, typewriter, floppy disc, or an old online platform, website, interface, and so forth. If you can bring in an old technology object, wonderful. If it’s an example of the old internet, be sure to bring in a visual example to show the class. Please do your best not to duplicate examples that other teams are presenting. If you are unsure, come talk to me about what examples you are considering. The point is to bring the class an interesting example and analyze it for the class. 

Assessment: You will be graded on the quality of your presentation (speaking and communication skills) and the quality of your analysis (are you making accurate observations, are you making good critical observations). Because you are working in pairs, you will need to divide the workload, and both presenters will need to speak. This assignment is worth 10% of your final grade.

Show-and-tell presentations will take place in class on Tuesday, April 17.
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Please find another student to partner with. Next week, you will sign up for a time slot.
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