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Glass Curtain-Wall System and Window Wall System
Glass curtain walls are feathery aluminum-framed facades housing metal or glass panels. Such a system does not support the weight of the floor or roof. Instead, wind resistance and gravity load transfer from the building's surface to the floor line. They are usually part of a building of a wall system or a building envelope. However, the glazing system requires cautious integration with adjacent structural elements such as wall details, roofs, and wall claddings. They usually range from standard prefabricated systems to specialized curtains. In modern architecture, the aluminum-framed glass wall system is a trademark. The major stakeholders in this business are facility users, shareholders, subcontractors, facilities managers, and bank insurance companies.
	Metal and glass curtain walls provide a cost-effective, durable and attractive cladding solution. However, such walls are associated with water and air leakage problems and the falling of trim covers. Most of these problems result from poor quality of construction. Secondly, the failure to correctly position and size the weep holes in the curtain wall covers and pressure plates. The drainage size and path, the frequency of weep holes, types, and location differ by manufacturers. in fact, some systems are deepened at the end through the joint between the vertical and horizontal cover intersection (Lu, et al.1197).
In contrast, others prefer to weep at the covers. Therefore, the weeping strategy must be identified in installation and shop according to the requirements from the manufacturers. The failure of additional pressure plate fastener holes usually happens when installing. Thus, contractors must ensure that the correct screws are placed properly and with desired torque. In such types of walls, most contractors forget to seal the front of shear blocks. Builders should avoid using too much sealant since it makes troubleshooting complicated. In addition, the failure to seal or install zone dams can result in catastrophic damage. Zone dams are an important component in glass curtain wall systems (Huang, et al,95).
 The erection technique is also another error usually broken. Curtain wall modules are usually large, awkward, and heavy; thus, it requires careful implementation and planning of protective handling, crating, transportation and erection. The misalignment of adjacent glass curtain wall elements often results in severe consequences. Such errors result from poor structural framing systems and lack of wall tolerance and building structure tolerance. The improper layout may also result in misalignment. Appropriate alignment demands the careful placement of curtain walls and coordination between the subcontractor and general contractor. Besides, the loss of engagement of the blind gaskets within the vertical and the horizontal munnions creates paths for water and air to penetrate the building. Such errors are usually not feasible since the surrounding curtain wall modules block them (Choi, et al,980). 
The alternative to a glass curtain wall is a window wall. Such a wall is achieved by placing glazing between a building's slabs, utilizing the slabs as structural support. The wall has a break between the glass. They are most common in residential apartments. Apart from its basic advantage of the ease of installation window wall also provides room for customization. Such walls also save cost and require less safety and engineering considerations since the external wall is divided by the concrete slab on each floor. The window walls also create a sealed space, thus reducing the energy loss and noise transfer through the separation of each window wall unit. Unlike the curtain wall, the window creates room for repairing certain units without affecting the adjoining units ("8. Window, wall, or mirror?" ,275).
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