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Explication of MY Papa’s Waltz’’
Theodore Roethke is one of the modern poet writers in America known for his great work and contributions in one of his poem called “MY Papa’s Waltz’’ that literary describes family life. The exact meaning of this poem is an expression of emotions, love, thoughts, and feelings of son and father in the family.  Parental abuse is the hidden message in the poetry of The Papa Waltz. The poem presents to readers a kind of relationship between an innocent son and an aggressive father. However, the poem shows how infinitely the son loves his father. The poem discusses representation of son's attachment to his father and mentions an extreme desire that this boy has and as such, spends most of the time with his father and controversial issues like family and relationship existing among the members of the family, masculinity authority, power, love, fear, and love. There is a mixed feeling of fear and love in the family life; however, dark secrets hide in it, and as such, inevitably, death splits the family.
The poem gives a moment in the family life of a father and his son, who romps around the kitchen while mom looks on. Family life seems to be a controversial issue in the poem. While the readers can look at a perfect and happy family, the poem seems to describe how the family is torn because due to abuse and use of alcohol, as evident in the first stanza first line that says, “The whiskey on your breath." Entirely, the poem reveals the protagonist that collects the moment of the boy from his childhood life.  The issue of drinking whiskey by the father fiercely waltz the boy in the family (Barillas p 1-12). 
[bookmark: _GoBack] Roughly, the father holds and beats the son on his head, and this reveals child abuse by a drunken father as shown in last stanza first line of the poem although this is family life. This gives readers both positive and negative interpretations. Positively the poem means that even if the father is rough, he lives a simple life and very hard working who love his son and enjoys having fun as he dances with him. Negatively, the pome is seen to show how the father neglect and abuses the young boy after being drunkard.  Love is demonstrated by the young boy as he remembers the love he has to his father and mentions and explains how he dances with his father while drunk. In the poem, it is clear that the boy is aware that his father does not hit because of anger but because of poverty and the hard life that they are living. The mother is always quiet. On the other hand, the father wishes to show love for the young boy, but this becomes impossible once he drinks whiskey, and this is common to many men who will express love only when they become "someone else" through taking alcohol. In the first stanza, the third line that says “I hung on like death” means that the boy has an intense love for his father or even it is hard for this boy to deal with his father (Stilwell, Robert L., et al., p 460). 
By reading through the poem, it is clear that it was written in earlier times when the issue of punishing kids while drunk was seemed to be normal, and as such, the is punished, and it does not mean the father hates him, but shows love. Even if the father dies, the son loved him despite the mistakes and difficulties that he has been going through. However, the mother is unhappy about what is happening in the family. Remarkably, this boy and his father make a mess in the kitchen as they “Romped until pan slid from kitchen to shelf," a thing that makes the mother sorrowful but reams silent (Barillas p 1-12). The central idea of this poem is an expression of natural attachment and true love between the father and his son.
Authority and power stand to be very clear in the poem through the father, who is the most dynamic character in the poem. He is a good role model for his growing son. The father exercises power in the family despite hard times and poverty. Fear is also seen through the son. The boy fears his father, especially when drunk since he careens about around the room. Expressively, the boy is full of fear at the time when they have a rough and painful dance with his father, and he clings to his dad for dear life. The mother also lives in fear of his drunken husband and sees him be living a dangerous life. The family relations are seen through family dynamics. The mother frowns and stands off to allow father waltz with the boy in the room, and this points out that mother is in fear and the father is seen as the head of the family that proves to the reader that, there is fear, authority, and power in this family. However, the mother plays a subservient role in his family. The author of this poem helps the readers identify some aspects of masculinity. He describes the father as a hard-drinking gentleman who is the speaker's father, and this helps in embodying traditional masculinity that is very rough and expresses his affection to his small young boy dancing with him while drunk. The author tries as much too possible to use waltz as symbolism figure for dance that involves interaction between father and the son. In this case, waltz represents how the father is relating to his young through emotions. The interaction is, however, very controversial (Stilwell, Robert L., et al., p 460).
Conclusion
To sum up, the poem "My Papa's Waltz" is straightforward because it gives clear points of interest and can be debated on. It reflects a very naïve and innocent look and light moments within a domestic life from a young child's perspective to his father. The poem preludes something very sinister, whereby the father comes home drunk and fails to control himself, a thing that is a threat to his family life. The poem presents this family to be undergoing an awkward moment and poverty. Still, the child is happy for his parents, especially the father, despite the mistakes that he makes and abuses him. Through the boy, one can tell how loving he is to his father. To some point, family lives in fear, as seen with the boy and her mother for their life. Family life and relation are reflected through father, son, and the mother and have tried their best until the speaker's father dies. 
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