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Paper Title: Persuasive essay

No. of Pages: 5-7 pages

Paper Style: None Paper Type: Persuasive/Argumentative

Taken English? Yes English as Second Language? No

Feedback Areas: Focus/Thesis Statement, Grammar & Mechanics

Paper Goals: I need for this paper to be proofread for correct spelling and 

grammar, punctuation.

Proofing Summary:

Hello Lyndon,

Thank you for submitting your persuasive essay draft. I really enjoyed reading your 

discussion of the pitfalls of foster care.

Strengths:

Your overall topic and position are evident. I think you've also put together a great deal of 

potentially useful information here. Take this and get to revising--good start!

Suggestions: 

-Essay Structure

-Developing Ideas

Begin revisions by establishing a more clear essay structure. What are your points in 

support of your claim? Make this explicit in your thesis statement. Be direct: "Florida is a 

great place to visit because of the beaches, culture, and weather, though some claim it is 

too hot." Here, the reader knows I'm going to have one paragraph on the beaches, one on 

culture, one on weather, and a counter-argument paragraph on it being too hot. You need 

something as streamlined as this, and then you should base an outline off of it. Literally 

write down a map of your essay using these thesis points so that you stay on track, and 

make it clear from the first sentence of each paragraph what topic that paragraph takes on.

Once you have your structure in place, work on development. Note that your introduction 

should be a bit more concise, just leading the reader into your topic. Try to remain 

academic and objective throughout, and end your introduction with the newly-revised 

thesis statement (see above). This should all fit on the first page. You can also examine 

body paragraph length throughout, making certain that you develop them in a way that 

prioritizes concision and clarity. Lastly, choose a citation style so that you can properly cite 

your sources; this can greatly affect your development and authority.

I see that you're concerned with your grammar and mechanics, and indeed I've included 

several notes on issues ranging from subject-verb agreement to sentence structure. 

However, I'd advise you to get your structure straightened out first, and then turn to 

proofreading. Remember that the Writing Center doesn't proofread papers, but rather 

guides you to a better understanding of the writing process. Thus, only the first instance 

of issues that are pointed out have been explained. You might join a live session with a 

tutor for extra help with grammar:

http://bit.ly/SNHUOnlineWritingCenter.

If you would like to submit a revision of your paper, you are welcome to do so. We look 

forward to helping you succeed! 
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Decide which paper style 

you're working with, as 

they each have specific 

formatting requirements. 

All of them, though, require 

that you indent your paragraphs.

Begin your proofreading 

process by looking for 

issues relating to 

subject-verb agreement 

and the need to indicate 

plurality. Also, note that 

this is not the correct 

spelling in American English.

Continue your search by 

seeking out issues of verb 

form/tense. Is this the 

form you meant to 

indicate? Also, in formal 

writing, avoid instructing 

the reader. Instead, just 

make and support statements.

You use semicolons correctly in 

some places (to join independent 

clauses). Be sure you do this in 

all instance, but use these 

sparingly. You want to vary your 

sentence construction. In 

addition to not instructing the 

reader, you should also not 

include him/her. In other 

words, avoid "we, us, our, your, 

you" in academic writing.
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If you only have two thesis points, 

then this works! However, your 

introduction should be just one 

concise paragraph, and it (thesis 

and all) needs to fit on the first 

page. You might cut some of the 

material you have now, making it 

more direct and less informal.

You begin this paragraph 

with a reference to your first 

thesis point. Nice work! Keep 

an eye out for places where 

you may be missing words, 

such as articles (the, a, an).

You seem to have the right 

idea with in-text citations, 

but note that if the author is 

part of the actual "spoken" 

sentence, it shouldn't be in parentheses:

According to Smith, ......

You indicate "None" for paper 

style, but I advise you to pick 

a style so that you're sure 

you're doing your in-text 

citations correctly. This is not 

the format for APA or MLA 

because you should cite the 

author or work, not the publication.

In an issue related to 

formality, avoid referring to 

the reader this way. For 

instance, your reader does 

not have children.
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Is this a counter-argument or 

another point in support of 

your argument? Be sure that 

your thesis points (supporting 

and counter) are all laid out 

in the thesis statement at the 

beginning of your work.

This is a verb, but not a 

noun. Which word did 

you mean to use here? In 

formal writing, you 

should also limit 

questions, even if you're 

referring to them being 

your own questions. Just 

make and support statements 

with your evidence and 

analysis instead.
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See my note on the previous 

page. Remember that if you 

lay out points A,B,C in your 

thesis, you'll have points 

A,B,C explored here in the body.

One way to improve your 

writing is to review the order 

of words in each sentence. 

Are all sentences as direct as 

possible? Could this one 

benefit from some reworking?

You can use a comma to set 

off a dependent clause that 

offers clarity, which is the 

case here.

Recall that a semicolon joins 

independent clauses, or 

whole sentences. Beginning 

a sentence with "So" makes 

it seem incomplete, as this is 

better suited to be a 

coordinating conjunction in 

the middle of a sentence.

Review your prepposition choice here.
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Are these your thesis 

points? They seem to 

be clearly stated here. 

Could you do the same 

at the end of your 

introduction, so that 

you set up the essay effectively?

Once you restate your 

thesis, sum up your 

points here. This should 

all be wrap up and your 

own ideas, so no 

analysis is needed in 

the conclusion.

Good return to your 

main point! Keep 

looking for places where 

you have extra text not 

needed to convey your points.

You also need a References list or Works Cited page, 

depending upon which style you choose. This is important,

so the reader can see where you got your information.

                               page 6 / 7



       Proofed Paper: ntp319838 - Sat Dec 16 11:12:23 EST 2017
 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

                               page 7 / 7

http://www.tcpdf.org

