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The National Museum of The Air Force

The website is about The National Museum of The Air Force, a national history museum which was formally referred to as  the United States Air Force Museum, and its the official museum for the United States Air force. Then I found the site while trying to find out more about the history of the United States Air  Force. The reason why I chose this site is that it's highly educative about the history and evolutionary activities that have occurred within the United States Air Force. The web site is managed and controlled by the Public Affairs Division of the United States Air Force ("National Museum of the USAF," n.d.).
The Mission of the Web site is “to present the Air Force History, heritage, traditions as well today’s mission to fly, fight and win.. . in Air, Space and Cyberspace to a global audience through engaging exhibits, educational outreach, special programs, and the stewardship of the national historic collection” (("National Museum of the USAF," n.d.). It's dedicated at being the “keeper’ of the Air Force’s stories. To achieve this, the site provides various materials and interactive links that ensure that not only present its close association with the Museum but also ensure customized and integrated services to the users. The National Museum of The Air Force is closely associated with the Air Force by virtual means.
On its background, the website a public service video and two photos, one of the physical location of the website, including its vast infrastructure: the four magnificent buildings that host the historical planes while the other photo about the variety of historical airplanes that are found in the museum. Both photos appear to have been taken from an aerial point hence presenting the beauty of the physical attributes of the museum as well as the significance of its contents.  The public service video, which is the first to appear when the website is opened, it's a 0.17-minute video that is intended to captivate the viewer's desire and create an interest to visit the Museum. The video shows some war jets that were used in the world war I and War II as well as people climbing into some of the exhibits in the museum. This gives an accurate picture of what is and happens in the museum, creating the association of the website with the museum. 
This is an interactive site as it provides a variety of interactive places where the viewers can freely interact with the website, give comments, and express their opinion. For example, the viewers can sign up into the web site, and by creating an account, members can express their opinions as well as be updated on the critical activities of the museum through the E-Newsletter Registration. The Newsletter registration provides an option for even reminders, which is twice a month, weekly and monthly reminders through an email. Another interactive link is the Volunteer Info Center (VIC) where the willing members can donate to the website as well as make inquiries about volunteer activities by login into the VIC ("National Museum of the USAF," n.d.). The donations can be in financial or non-financial. Viewers can also register to the museum and become a member, enjoying the benefits and obligations of membership.
The National Museum of the US Air Force website contains several content pages that are labeled as "HOME," "VISIT," "COLLECTIONS," "EDUCATION," and  "UPCOMING."The home page contains the  “about us” as well as the contact information("National Museum of the USAF," n.d.). The visit content page contains a variety of information can enable the viewers easily access the museum including the hours of the admission, directions and physical location of the website, variety of foods options available flight simulators, Virtua tour, Museum exhibitions, museum store, AF  Museum Theatre among others. The collections page contains collection management, exchange programs, projects, and donation wish lists. On the other hand, the education web page includes information on educators for various groups, including youths, kids, adults as well as family days, Student Aerospace camps.
This is a  website contains interesting features and resources that are highly beneficial to a person doing historical research that is related to the world war I and II weapons, the evolution of the United States Air Force, artifacts and development of aviation and other researches of technological importance. This is because it contains various resources such as Virtual Tour,Picture and Galleries, and museum store. Through the Virtual Tour,  researchers can view the exhibitions in the museum as if they had physically visited the museum, through a 360-degree guided tour that enables one to navigate from gallery to gallery by either using the drop-down map or by following the navigation arrows connecting the individual nodes. Some icons indicate the hotspots where the visitor can find additional information in narrative form, which may be highly useful to the researcher("National Museum of the USAF," n.d.).The gallery provides a collection of pictures about artifacts and exhibitions that may be very useful to the researcher. The virtual tour, gallery, and crackpoint 360  make the site an excellent source of researchers information.However, the site does not provide detailed information about the exhibitions, and most of the photos do not indicate the years they where used but indicate only the events following their creation and use.
I think this website is quite user-friendly. This is because it contains a well planned information architecture that is achieved through an excellent organization and presentation of its contents and resources. The information is also well formatted, increasing its readability and comprehension hence user friendly.The tabs are too fast to load with good contrast between the background of the website and the content. The content is too rich; hence, the site can provide enough material for further research projects.
