Crystal Moran
 
Hello Class,
            This week the reading provides the reader with sufficient information in regards to understanding dependent and independent variables, levels of measurement, and how to create operational definitions. In order of the discussion, this writer, will identify the variables, levels of measure, and operational definitions as they correlate to the study of perceived barriers to access of mental health treatment for active duty male military spouses. Variables, must have two or more level values, and are those subjects of the study that includes an event, situation, behavior, or characteristic that has the ability to change or vary (Cozby & Bates, 2017). As it applies to the particular research of interest the independent variable would be perceived barriers for male military spouses and the dependent variable would be access to mental health services. This being because the perceived barriers for male active duty military spouses is not reliant on either access to services or use of services, but rather access to mental health services is dependent on perceived barriers.
            The set of procedures used to measure or manipulate the variable and key attribute in determining construct validity (Cozby & Bates, 2017). A popular commonly use to quantify the relationship between two variables (Bakdash & Marusich, 2017). The operational definition of barriers to access of mental health services would be the effect of driving distance to, co-pay, and traditional family member roles on male spouses seeking out services. We would measure the individual’s feedback, likert scale, to what extent each barrier impacted the individual seeking services. The operational definition of mental health services would be mental health support for anxiety, depression, trauma, or emotional support for service related experiences. This would intend to measure, to what extent, the military spouse used services. The adequacy of these operational definitions can largely impact the internal and external validity. Example, not clearly identifying what the researcher means by “barriers to service” interpretation of material or data can lead the quality of the research to be “too broad” and therefore less likely for the research to be used to initiate change or conduct further research on. More importantly the operational definition identifies what is being studied and understanding the data produced can be easily applied to areas addressed and allows for researchers to collaborate and build off of one another’s ideas. Operational defining variables allows for measurement and then increases validity and reliability of the study.  Ration scales would likely be used in order to determine zero being that there was no affect or “did not apply” scaling, while also determining how the barrier impacted the behavior of obtaining services.
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Erica Sampson
     My research topic will be the relationship between crime statistics and race in the United States. I believe community dynamics play a role in the quality of the environments and the projection of social and structural injustice in America. My chosen independent variable is the lack of resources within the African American communities to make a stronger case. Without adequate resources, it is hard for communities to "break the cycle" of crime statistics. The dependent variables are the minorities that reside within these communities. It becomes harder for them to branch out of their environment because different internal/external variables disrupt their home base. By using other measurements during my final paper, my observation will become more accurate and more reliable.
     The level of measurement I will be using is a combination of nominal and ordinal. The nominal variables within my topic will help me address different categories, such as gender and race. "In the American context, race and class have always been central to the role that law enforcement agencies and the law enforcement officer play in our society" (Brown, 2019, p. 1). A nominal scale describes a variable with categories that do not have a natural order or ranking. This can help me further bring awareness to the racial injustice within the minority communities. By discussing different topics applied to other races and genders, I can shed more insight into the indifference being done and offer further perspective and validity. 
 
     Lastly, I will take advantage of using ordinal measurements for my paper, as well. By doing so, I can discuss how socio-economic, education level, and income levels impact individuals in these communities. Discretion and police actions involving force and arrest prove that race matters in how people experience policing. That experience of racial discrimination is part of a long history of injustices perpetrated by those supposed to stop injustices—the police. "African Americans are targeted for arrest specifically because they are black" (Goode, 2002, p. 2). An ordinal scale is one where the order matters but not the difference between values. The ordinal scale assists with the reliability of the different topics being addressed. That is how it becomes reliable information.
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