Weekly Questions, Week 5

· Read the different summaries;
· Create three answer clusters to the following question: how can resource scarcity provoke violent changes in people’s behaviour?
· You must have three different pieces of evidence for each cluster;
· You do not need to use all the articles or all the evidence;
· The same source can provide evidence for different clusters.

Michael Wahba (Winter 2019, ISS)
Bernauer, T., Bohmelt T., & Vally Koubi. (2012). Environmental Changes and Violent Conflict. Environmental Research Letters, 7, 1-8. 
· Researchers have suggested that an innate corruption in resource distribution is to blame for violent outbursts. They claim that countries with a noticeably corrupt allocation of resources, regardless of climactic circumstance, will invite violence.

· Greed political can spark a violent reaction from the populous of a country when there are less available resources.
Bourdon, J. (1968). Psychosociologie de la famine. Annales de démographie historique, n/a, 9-27.  
· There was elevated crime rates during historical periods of famine like in Ireland. They acknowledge the disease factor, although, they claim that elevated violent crime rates were most prominently driven by the sheer need caused by climate changes.
Brunnschweiler, C.N., & Bulte, E.H. (2008). Linking Natural Resources to Slow Growth and More Conflict. Science Magazine, 320, 616-617.
· The better the distribution is of natural resources is, the better the economy will be and thus less conflict will arise.
· There are better ways of distributing and taxing resources and that a lack of income often promotes the need for conflict.
Brunnschweiler, C.N., & Bulte, E.H. (2008). Natural Resources and Violent Conflict: Resource Abundance, Dependence and the Onset of Civil Wars. Oxford Economic Papers, 61, 1-35
· Resource availability affects people’s behaviour through its impact on the economy
· A country dependant on their primary resource sector, in times of resource abundance may become “greedy” and in times of scarcity may experience “grievance”
Carisch, E., & Rickard-Martin, L. (2013). Sanctions and the effort to globalize natural resources governance. Journal of International Policy Analysis, n/a, 1-11
· The possession or lack of resources leads to corruption, unethical distribution and sanctions being placed on the country as a countermeasure
Kitaysky, A. S., Wingfield, J. C., & Piatt, J. F. (2001). Corticosterone facilitates begging and affects resource allocation in the black-legged kittiwake. Behavioral Ecology, 12, 619-625. 
· in birds, elevated corticosterone levels (naturally caused by food shortages) are a catalyst for aggressive and rash behaviour. They imply that though a study such their own on humans would be unethical, it is not entirely out of the realm of possibility that such results would be replicated among humans.
Pimentel, D. (2012). World overpopulation. Environment, Development and Sustainability, 14, 151-152
· The greatest threat to the future availability of food is the declining supply of crude oil 
· The article concludes by stating that transitioning food production equipment toward using renewable energy may prolong international governments and individuals’ ability to properly nourish themselves whilst simultaneously avoiding an increase in political and armed violence.
Salehyan, I. (2008). From climate change to conflict? No consensus yet. ​Journal of Peace Research, 45, 315-326.
· The link between resource scarcity and conflict is not direct and that lack of resources does not automatically systematically cause conflict.
· The corruption of resource distribution politics causes violence and that conflict can be avoided if policy makers remain uncorrupted
