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The book Witchcraze by Barstow is documented that gives a detailed history of how women were treated in Europe between the 10th to the 18th century. During this period, European societies were mostly patriarchal in nature. Men occupied all significant position in the legal, religious and economic sector. Christianity was the dominant religion during these decades. The society was very discriminative in Europe towards women. Christianity perceived a threat from another wave of divine source. This was the magic from witches and the sorcerers in the society. These two were considered to have harmful magic towards other people, and as a result, there were public interventions through the legal authorities and the religious bodies against witchcraft (Bailey, 2016). Women were considered as the perpetrators of the work of the devil through sorcery. Therefore, being a woman was a risk factor for being considered a witch in Europe during those times. As a result, women were punished due to their association with devilish activities which ideally were not wholly accurate.
The forms of punishment towards the women in European societies were not proportional to the allegations against them. They were brutal and sexual violence in nature. Some accusation attracted death penalty and women were killed through public execution after a long period of inhumane torture. Several factors predisposed women to be accused of witchcraft. One is their role in society. Marital status and age were the leading factors. Skills also such as midwifery that some women had also led to them being accused of having devilish powers due to the outcomes of their work. Some midwives had been response for tens of newborn deaths including maternal death (Kapitaniak, 2017). Besides having creative skills, the midwives also had powers to heal individuals with minor conditions in society. This was considered a threat by the Christians who believed that no human had powers to treat a fellow human being. Their ability to heal illness was perceived to be the same power that can kill. Therefore, as much as women were useful members of the society, they were also made scapegoats for the misfortunes that befall the community (Van Houts, 2015).
The brutal treatment against women was ordered and implemented by the male members of society. Women were subjected to inhumane treatment to extract a confession to be used in their judgment.  Judges could order striping and burning or piercing of women bodies to make them confess for their mistakes. One of the leading accusations towards women and witchcraft was sexual misconduct. Women were considered sexually insatiable and therefore opted for evil intervention to accomplish this. As a result, a woman’s sexual part was associated with the devil. Hence, torture was sexual violence in nature in a bid to eliminate evil from their bodies (Van Houts, 2015).
The process of a witch hunt against women had a specific structure that could result in one person being found guilty of being a witch in the society. One of the compositions of witch hunt was the economic and social gains that an accuser benefited from the accusations. Some people could accuse others with a motive of inheriting their property once the accused is found guilty and punished by death. Also, some people could charge women of tarnishing their names or made them banished from social activities in the community due to jealousy and or competition (Kapitaniak, 2017).
The legal system also was part of the witch hunt structure in European society. Judges and magistrates were interested in the restoration of peace and order in the community through the elimination of the offenders. As a result, they believed in the existence of witchcraft and therefore did all they could to ensure that this vice does not cause disorder in the society. To achieve this goal, the legal system permitted women to be tortured for them to confess (Kapitaniak, 2017).  This in itself demonstrates how biased the system was during that time. But with changing times, the legal system was changed whereby even the accused women were accorded better treatment after being found guilty. 
From my perspective, the sexual violence, stereotyping and discrimination against women in the European societies originated from the gender roles and the structural leadership of the community. The life of the people was determined by religious and legal systems which were headed by male officials. Women who had independence both economically and socially were considered a threat to the male population. This is because traditional healers and midwives had better living standards than even the males. To silence them, they were accused of witchcraft and other evil activities in the society which strongly prohibited by the church. Therefore, the church through the legal systems and community systems introduced torture of these women to counter their influence on the members of the society.
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