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INTELLECTUAL IDEALS
To begin, read lectures A & B (below) on the intellectual foundations of Enlightenment thought. You will find that many of the assumptions we take for granted today such as liberty and other civil rights were issues at the focus of debate for the philosophes. Who or what is sovereign? What does it mean to be civilized? What is the proper form of government? Who deserves rights? These are some of the questions you should be asking yourself, much as the philosophes did in the 17th and 18th centuries.
Lecture 2A
New Intellectual Order: Man, Nature and Society
Lecture 2B
Écrasez l'infâme!: The Triumph of Science and the Heavenly City of the 18th Century Philosophe
CULTURAL FRUIT
Visiting exotic places became a kind of ritual for young noblemen. Young men from every European nation completed their education by taking a grand tour visiting churches and castles, learning the language, and mingling with other young men. Often these tours involved admiring pieces of art, maybe even the purchase of Roman or Greek sculpture to take home as souvenirs. As "peace" descended in the East, these venues such as Moscow and Prague were also opened up for this phenomenon. After finishing this lecture, you should be able to discuss the following:
1. Describe the ideas and trends that formed the foundation for the Enlightenment.
2. List the major Enlightenment philosophes, and summarize what each of them contributed to the movement. Show how they influenced each other.
3. What was the "New Science of Man" that arose during the Enlightenment? What were its roots, and what did it add to man's self-awareness?
4. Describe the peculiar phenomenon known as the Grand Tour. What purpose did it serve and what did it generally accomplish?.
5. Describe innovations in art, music, and literature during the Enlightenment. How did Enlightenment philosophy encourage and mold these innovations?
6. What observations about women made by Mary Wollstonecraft in 1792 do you hear being stressed by feminists today, two centuries later?
7. Through what media and in what forms did the ideas of the philosophes reach the better educated members of the general public?
8. At the same time that the philosophes were working to change the world, what was going on among the masses? Describe "popular" culture during the Enlightenment.
9. Discuss trends in marriage, birthrates, and family life across the continent during the eighteenth century.
10. Compare and contrast the lives of peasants, the nobility, and town and city dwellers during the century.
ENLIGHTENED DESPOTS?
Historians like to use labels to categorize and discuss people, events, places, and even eras. One term that is used in the latter half of the 18th century is the term "Enlightened Despot." Enlightened despots, also called enlightened absolutists, are defined by Lynn Hunt as: "Rulers - such as Catherine the Great of Russia, Frederick the Great of Prussia, and Joseph II of Austria - who tried to promote Enlightenment reforms without giving up their own supreme political power."1 Watch these films on some of the Enlightened despots and consider how they incorporated their interpretation of Enlightenment ideas into their monarchies and states. By the time you finish, you should be able to answer the following questions:
1. What is the definition of the term "Enlightened Despotism"?
2. Who are three examples of enlightened despots in the eighteenth century? Why were they given this title? Are they good examples of the Enlightenment?
3. What were the events and personalities that moved Britain during the eighteenth century from absolute to limited monarchy? Why did the same process not occur in France?
4. What were the Central and Eastern European monarchies of the eighteenth century? Why or why not were each of them counted as a success?
Enlightened Monarch
THE SEVEN YEARS' WAR
Enlightenment ideals spread throughout the European nations as well as their colonial empires. Locke in particular was very influential in the British colonies where his ideas helped spark a successful, though unintentional rebellion, that led ultimately to the creation of the United States. The first step on this path was an event that began in North America, but soon embroiled all of Europe in war. Watch these film clips on the Seven Years' War and consider the following questions:
· What were the causes and results of the Seven Years' War?
· How and why it was decisive for the colonial ambitions of Britain and France?
Age of Reason

The Enlightenment was the Age of Reason. The word "reason" is very important here. The philosophes struggled to find logic or reason in everything and at its very heart faith was not reasonable because it was not concrete. Thus the Enlightenment sets up a conflict between Christianity and man that reverberates through the ages. The philosophes were not necessarily atheist, though many were. Many philosophes instead were "deists." Lynn Hunt defines deists as: "Those who believe in God but give him no active role in human affairs. Deists of the Enlightenment believed that God had designed the universe and set it in motion but no longer intervened in its functioning." 2 Thomas Paine will compare God to a watchmaker in his essay comparing the religion of Deism to Christianity. Watch the following film clip and consider the following questions about the changing face of religion:
1.What was the changing face of religion, both in the established churches and in popular piety, during the Enlightenment period?
2.What happened to the various "state churches" of Europe under the attacks of the Enlightenment critics?
3.Describe popular religion - as opposed to institutional religion - during the eighteenth century. Why were the masses relatively unresponsive or hostile to the philosophes' attacks on religion?

State and Liberalism versus Church
TRADE, INDUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE
As you read and watch the material in this module lecture, it is important to recognize the economic aspect of the story. Keep the questions and considerations below in mind as you visit the readings and video. By the time you are finished, you should be able to discuss them knowledgeably with your peers.
1. What were the new developments in trade and industry during the century, and how did these new developments pave the way for the modern era?
2. What progress was made in eighteenth century agriculture? What were the good and bad sides of such progress for peasants?
3. How did thinking people of the eighteenth century explain the poverty of their age, and what remedies did they suggest? How effective were the remedies they proposed?
4. Balance of Power Shift in Europe
5. Early in the 18th Century, two treaties began to shift the balance of power in Europe. The Treaty of Utrecht (1713) that ended the War of Spanish Succession eventually broke Hapsburg power in Western Europe. This allowed France to expand geographically while Spain retracted and confirmed the Holy Roman Emperor as nothing more than a figurehead. It also gave Great Britain advantages at sea, in Europe, and in the New World through trade. The Treaty of Nystad (1721) had a similar effect in Eastern Europe when it ended the Great Northern War that ushered in the ascendancy of Russia and Prussia while leading to the decline of Sweden and Poland.
6. The balance of power of the 18th century was largely achieved on the battlefield as the impact of these treaties emphasizes. Military service and victories transformed European economies and redefined social classes. This balance of power was further influenced by the rise of Russia instigated when Peter the Great embraced the Enlightenment and began the westernization of the state.
7. Ultimately, "progress" is the key ingredient to the shift of power in Europe in the 18th century. With progress comes wealth and power, and the states of Europe who readily embraced this progress profited.
8. Peter the Great as exemplar
9. Peter the Great embraced the Enlightenment and began the westernization of the state. Peter was not the first tsar to attempt to improve Russia, but Russia was a vast state made up of a number of peoples. Additionally, Russia had significant ties to the East as well, owing Russian Orthodox Christianity to the influence of the Byzantines from the empire now controlled by the Ottomans. Russia bordered the Tatars and Cossacks to the south.
10. His adoption of the Table of Ranks provided a rigid definition of class hierarchy based on merit at the same time entrenching serfdom in Russia for two more centuries. Other changes he adopted included compulsory military service, the creation and use of a giant standing army and navy, and the employment of the gentry in service of the state for life.
11. In regard to manufacturing, Peter takes a special interest in the establishment of factories about half of which were state owned. Many of these factories were larger than anything seen elsewhere in Europe. Manufacturing in Russia concentrated on textiles, and glass, but also the industrial products of iron and copper, in an effort to compete with the modernization of the Enlightenment state.
12. Russia, backwards and behind the civilized world in the eyes of most Europeans in the Early Modern Era, makes great strides forward due to the determination of their tsar, Peter the Great. Ultimately, 'progress' is the key ingredient that shifts power in Europe in the 18th century. With progress comes wealth and power, and the states of Europe who readily embraced this progress profited. Watch these films and then consider what it takes to become a powerful nation state in the early modern era.
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