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MULTICULTURALISM IN FREEDOM WRITERS
Freedom Writers is an American film based on the book “The Freedom Writers Diary” by the freedom writers and Erin Gruwell. The Freedom Writers movie is written by Richard LaGravenese, who is also the director, and runs for 122 minutes in the English language. The main characters in the film are Hillary Swank (as Erin Gruwell), Scott Glenn (as Erin's Father, Steve Gruwell), Imelda Staunton (Margaret Campbell), Patrick Dempsey (as Scott Casey), and Mario (as Andre Bryant). Other characters in the film are Jason Finn as Marcus, Antonio Garcia as Miguel, and Vanetta Smith as Brandy Ross. The film’s setting is in 1994 in Long Beach California at Woodrow Wilson High School. Hillary Swank has secured a job at the school to teach at-risk students English. The students are of different cultural background and race, and tension is very high amongst the students. Mrs Swank struggles to make a connection with her students who are in constant fights with one another. The students are grouped into three significant cultural gangs: the African American gang, and the Mexican American (Latino) gang. With her determination, Mrs Swank can transform the hatred between her student into friendship, and at the end of their senior year at high school, many of her students graduate and gain entry to colleges. The film portrays several multicultural aspects such as racism, customary behaviour manifestation, communication style and cultural assumptions. Multiculturalism refers to how a given society deals with people of different cultures, races, and ethnicities. 
Racism depicts itself in almost the entire film. Race refers to the physical appearance of a group of people that is different from another. On the other hand, cultural racism is prejudice and discrimination based on cultural differences between two or more racial groups. According to Jones (1999), cultural racism is defined as the belief that one ethnic group is inferior. The African American community is the inferior group compared to European Americans. In the film, racism is depicted in several scenes. The two gang groups of African Americans and the Latin Americans are in constant fights because of the differences in their skin colour. Paco (Latin American) attempts to kill Grant Rice (African American) in retaliation for a fight at school but accidentally misses and kills Sindy's boyfriend. Eva, a fellow Latin and gang member witnesses the shooting but keeps entirely to protect her fellow gang members. Grant flees the scene of the shooting and later arrested for homicide. While in class the following morning, their teacher Mrs Swank put up a picture depicting racism (drawn by one of her Latino students) and uses it for her lesson to teach about the Holocaust. Through Erin, the film enlightens society (students) about the impacts of racial discriminations and warfare.
Racism has built roots in the American community since the Trans-Atlantic trade and the Mexican American War. During these times, the European Americans, African Americans, and the Latin Americans came together to form the modern-day United States of America. Racial discrimination is still in play in American society, and it is evident in schools, workplaces and the general organization, though it has magnificently decreased. According to the research done by (Yulinarni et al., 2020), racism is deeply rooted in many world communities and has many multicultural problems. The study further points out the sensitivity of racial discrimination in American society as technology develops. The research by Yulinarni as based on the film depicts the White race as educated and courteous while the blacks are always the victims of racist acts. The Hispanics are described in the movie and the general society as the immovable race. Erin, although she tries to unite the two gang groups, she does most of the teaching, with which she achieves her goal of eliminating racism amongst her students. 
Besides, the film also brings out a cultural concept of meeting students’ needs irrespective of their background.  The most common student needs include a good education, safety, care, and choice. Students need to be presented with accurate and relevant information, feel safe in school and classroom and be free to speak up their mind without fear, and the need to make their own choices regarding their academics. It is the sole role of teachers to create an environment of respect, trust, and hope for their students, influence their attitude and academic performance (Purkey et al. 2008). Besides, a sense of belonging creates readiness and attachment to a group within the school environment. The at-risk students learn in an environment full of racial warfare, and it is the role of Mrs., Swank to create an enabling environment for learning. Through her experience, she can understand and respect her student's uniqueness and foster a sense of belonging to all of them. Throughout their high school years, Mrs Swank maintained positivity and cooperative spirit amongst the students.  In the film, Erin is determined to transform her students' behaviour to the extent that she takes two jobs to provide them with learning resources, including storybooks, guest speakers and field trips. Her effort becomes visible when Marcus shows a significant behaviour change. The rest of the students later realize that the hatred and rivalry against one another based on race is not enough reason to disallow friendship. With this in play, Mrs Swank has created a conducive environment for learning in which all the students are free and safe to be part of. According to (Tanase, 2013), Erin's classroom activities made her students more aware of their educational needs and gave them a reason to study and work hard to achieve academic excellence. The classroom theories employed made it possible for the creation of a positive environment. Despite the divorce and negativities from her fellow teachers and the school management, she was able to change the students' behaviour and eliminated the rival gang membership. Most of her students made it to senior high school and colleges and universities. 
Multiculturalism plays an essential role in shaping the community. The coexistence of people with different cultural backgrounds and beliefs creates values and thinking patterns that enable interaction. In this course, many multicultural concepts facing organizations in the United States have been discussed. Some include racism, religion, ethnicity, and communication, among many others. The film “Freedom Writers” by Richard LaGravenese depicts these multicultural aspects through a newly employed teacher Erin and her student. The students in Mrs Erin's class are crowded with fear, hate and revenge. Students are grouped into gangs based on their race as ether African American, Mexican American, Hispanics or European Americans. Erin, through her knowledge, interest and determination can get rid of the vengeance and hate among the students. As discussed in this essay, racism and the need to meet students' personal and academic needs are the main multicultural concepts in the film.  
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