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Zotero is a citation tool that is open and free; it enables the user to collect information from books, articles, among other materials, and organize them most effective manner. It is a software that makes it possible for users to share their researches with their colleagues. It works with chrome as well as firefox and it is easy to use. This paper aims to discuss in-depth features of Zotero and its limitations.
Zotero enables all the citations to be in the same place. With the use of Zotero, it is also possible to attach files such as PDF, notes to mention a few (Ahmed & Dhubaib, 2011). With the use of this tool, the users can cite sources as they write. It also allows people to share their references with their colleagues.
Zotero is for anyone looking for free, open-source, and easy to use the software. That it is designed to help in saving the library locally in the computers it also assist users in attaching files, saving snaps, and even in sharing researches. However, it lacks consistency when saving files. The lack of consistency makes it difficult for the new user. It requires some knowledge for effective use.
In Zotero, there are many features; for instance, it can be able to sense research conducted on the web automatically and provides necessary efforts instantly Puckett, 2011). On the other hand, because it is a free source it hard for it to provide recent updates and it as well lacks some essential writing styles
Zotero can be beneficial when retrieving PDF metadata; its storage is unlimited to the users who register through Harvard email address. It is designed in a way that it can import PDFs automatically whenever possible without struggling, it can as well import citations through the browsers plug-in (Vanhecke, 2008). It is quite efficient with the electronics sources that are non-traditional.
Zotero makes it hard for the user to share items since it is an extension of the firefox browser on the computer. It is limited when it comes to removing the duplicate. Another challenge is that reference styles found in this tool are limited; some are excluded as compared to EndNotes, RefWorks. Changes can easily disable the translator.
Unlike other tools Zotero is free for use it only charges for online storage. 300MB storage is free, but ample storage is chargeable; for instance, 2GB can be charged at around 1.6 US dollars per month.
Conclusively, Zotero is a reference manager that has made it easy for most of scholars. In keeping their data organized and sharing it privately and publicly. It saves time since this tool aids in citing and offering other features like attaching and importing of PDFs. It has helped many people since it is accessible to everyone. However, it lacks some features, for instance, it cannot be able to delete duplicate making it difficult for the new user.
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